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RETURN to an Order of the Honourahlc The House of Commons, 
dated 3 NoYember 1382;— 



COPY “of CoREESPOXDENGE and the Report of tlie Poor Law Inspector 
who held the Inquiry into the Election of a Poor Law Guardian for 
Killiskey Electoral Division of Rathdrum Union, County 'Wicklow.” 



Local GoY'ernment Board, BuLlIn 
1 December 1882. 



’} 



B. BANKS, 

Secretary. 



{Mr. WilUavi Corhet.) 



Ordered, hy The House of Commons, lo he Prvited, 

23 Februar\f 1883. 
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[ 3 .1 



COPY of Correspondence and of tfie Report of the Poor Law Inspector 
who held the Inquiry into the Election of a Poor Law Guardian for 
Kiluiskey Electoral Division of Rathdrum Union, County Wicklow, 



No. 1. 



Memorial of Mr. Gaskin to the Local Government Board. 

The Memorial of John Gaskin, of Newtown Boswell, Ashford, in the County of 
"Wicklow, Farmer. 



Sheweth, 

That vour memorialist was one of the candidates for the office ol Poor 
Law Guardian for the Killiskey Electoral Division of the Rathdrum Union ai 
the recent election, the other candidate being Mr. George Crofton, of Inchnappa, 



countv "Wicklow. 

Thk memoralist attended the counting of the votes by the returning officer 
at the workliouse, Rathdrum, on Thursday, the 23rd instant, and although your 
memorialist made several objections to the votes, the returning officer recorded 
! 15 votes for Mr. George Crofton, and 7?! for your memorialist. 

That the ”8 votes given for your memorialist were the votes of rated occupiers, 
and only 32 rated occupiers' votes were included in the 1 15 votes recorded for 
Mr. Crofton, of which 12 were irregular, as your memorialist believes, leaving a 
majority of 58 votes of rated occupiers in favour of your memorialist. 

That’the residue of the votes recorded by the retui’ning officer for said George 
Crofton included 12 votes of a Mr. Evans Boyd, 12 votes of a Dr. Truell, 
12 votes of a R. H. Truell, 12 votes of Colonel Atkinson, 12 votes cf a Rev. 
Dr. Ball, and 12 votes of a Mr. Gun-Cunningham, to all of which various fatal 
objections apply sufficient to disqualify the votes, but same were recorded by 
the returning officer; and further, your memorialist has reason to believe that 
the nomination paper of said Mr. George Crofton was not regularly signed by 
the pet son thereby purporting to nominate said candidate; and \our memorialist 
objects to said George Crofton being declared the elected guardian of said 
division, and your memorialist claims to be declared entitled to the office, and 
not the said George Crofton. 

Your memorialist, therefore, prays that the Local Government Board may be 
pleased to direct the matter he examined into, and your memorialist declared 
duly elected, or to order that a new election may he held for said electoral divi- 
sion, and your memorialist will ever pray. 



29 March 1882. (signed) John Gaskin. 

The Local Government Board. 



— No. 2. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Gaskin. 

(Rathdrum Union.) 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 

31 March 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge^ the receipt of your 
communication of the 29lh instant, relating to the election for the office ot 
A 2 guardian 
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o-uardian for the Killiskey Electoral Division in the above union, and ihe Hoard 
desire to state that they will communicate witli the returning officer of the union 
on the subject. 

(signed) W. jD- jyodsworth, 

John Gaskin, Esq , Assistant Secretary. 

Newtown Boswellj Ashford. 



— No. 3. — 

Letter from Local Government Bourd to the Clerk and Returning Officer. 

(Rathdrum Union.) 

Local Government Board, Diibliu, 
gjj. 31 March 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland transmit to you the enclosed com- 
municatioi,,* dated 39th instant, which tliey have received from Mr. John 
Gaskin, of Ashford, relating to the election for the ofhce of guardian for the 
Killiskev Electoral Division in tlie above union ; and the Board request that you 
will furnish them with jour observations as to the facts therein represented, with- 
out delay, and that you will return Mr. Gaskin’s letter with your reply. 

By Older, &c. 

(signed) W. D. Wadsworth, 

The Clerk and Returning Officer Assistant Secretary, 

of Rathdrum Union. 



■ No. 4. - 



Letter from the Returning Officer to the Local Government Board. 

Rathdrum Poor Law Union, Board Room, 
Sir, Ratlidrum, 4 April 1882. 

In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, I beg to say that the nomination of 
Mr. George Crofton as a candidate for the office of Poor Law Guardian for the 
Electoral Division of Killiskey, at the recent election, ajrpears to me to be quite 
I'egular. 

Mr. Crofton is properly qualified in regard to rating ami payment of rates, is 
under no legal disability, and has been duly nominated by a qualified ratepayer, 
having all rates paid. The nomination paper was received by me on the 1st or 
March, and the signature to the paper I have every reason to believe is genuine, 
signed by Lieutenant Colonel Atkinson, of Dunran, in his own handwriting. 

As regards the voting, the number of votes given by rated occupiers were as 
follows : — 

For Mr. Crofton - - - - 32 votes. 

For Mr. Gaskin - - - - 75 „ 

aud no irregular votes were recorded for Mr. Crofton under this head. 

As regards the other votes. Dr. Truell’s were given by himself, and were 
claimed for by him in the prescribed manner. 

The votes of Mr. Evan Boyd, Mr. R. H. Truell, Colonel Atkinson, Rev. Dr. 
Ball, and Mr. Gun-Cuninghame were given by Dr. Truell for these gentlemen 
as their proxy upon claims and proxy appointments made in the prescribeo. 
forms and lodged with me in due time 

I am not aware of any informality or defect of any description in regard to 
either these claims or the votes recorded on account of them. 
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Any obk-clioii made hy 5Ir. GasMii at tlie time of coiling u|) the votes was 
duly 'considend by me, hut he did not put forward any reason sufficient in my 
opiiiion to invalidate any of the votes which I recorded. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) £. Manning, 

B. Banks, Esq., Secretary, Returning Officer. 

Local Government Board. 



— No. 5. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. John Gaskin. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 

6 Ajiril 1882. 

Adverting to your memorial of the 29tli ultimo, requesting that an inquiry 
inav be made in ‘regard to the election for the office of guardian for the 
Killiskev Electoral Division of Rathdrum Union, the Local Government Board 
for Ireland forward to you herewith a copy of a letter* which they have received 
from the re'urning officer on the subject, which appears to the Board, in the 
absence of any evidence in support of the statements in your memorial, to be 

Quite satisfactory- „ , ... 

* You do not state what grounds vou have for believing that the uommatioii 
paper of Mr. Crofton was not regularly signed, or what are tiie objections to 
the nroperty votes recorded in his favour. 

^ By Order, &c. 

(signed) IF. D. WoJsworth, 

Mr. John Gaskin, Newtown Boswell, Assistant Secretary. 

Ashford, County Micklow. 



— No. 6. — 



Letter from the Local Government Board to the Clerk and Returning Officer. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gjj. 6 April 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 4 th instant, in reference to a memorial received from Mr. John 
Gaskin requesting that an investigation should be held in regard to the election 
for the office of ouardian for the Killiskey Electoral Division of Rathdrum 
Union ; and the Board desire to state that they have forwarded a copy of your 
letter to Mr. Gaskin, stating that in the absence of any evidence in support of 
the statements in his memorial it appears to be quite satisfactory. 

By Order, kc. 

(signed) IK. D. Wodsicorlh, 

The Clerk and Returning Officer, Assistant Secretary. 

Rathdrum Union. 



— No. 7. — 

Letter from Mr. John Gaskin to the Local Government Board. 

Newtown Boswell, Ashford, 

p .1 10 April 1882. 

I H.iVE to acknowledge receipt of yours of (ith instant. 

Mr. Manning’s (returning officer of Kathdmm Union) report in ™ 

memorial to vouv Hoard for on inquiry or scrutiny into ±e , 

given in the "recent election for Poor-Law Guardian for 
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Division, and staling in the absence of any evidence in support of my memorial, 
as it appeared to you finite satisfactory. . . , 4 . 1 , , 

I see L the copy report of Mr. Manning that he states the election was quite 
reeular tliat Mr. Crofton was properly qualified and elected, and that the proxy 
votes were all right, and that he was not aware of any informality or defect 
therein, and that my objeitioiis were duly considered. 

Mr Manning overtuled all my objections, and did not disallow a single vote, 
althouoh in tlie adjoining Electoral Division of Wicklow, where legal objections 
were made to the same class of proxy votes by a professional man it appears 
1 15 votes were struck off the same party by the returning oflicer, which resulted 
in the return of the Roman Catholic guardian by a majority of 98 votes. 

I cannot without a scrutiny specify the particular objections to each vote, but 
I have reason to believe that Evans Boyd, R. H. Trucll, and other proxy vo'es 
are irregular, and if your Board refuse me an investigation, must only seek 
redress in another quarter. 

I. am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Jolm Gaskin. 

Local Government Board. 



No. 8. - 



Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr, John Gnshin. 



Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gij.^ 3 May 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the lOth ultimo, in reference to your objection to the return of Mr. 
Georo-e Crofton as the guardian elected for the Killiskey Electoral Division of 
Rathdrum Union ; and tlie Board desire to state that in the aliseuce of any 
grounds shown for objecting to the votes which have been allowed by the 
returning officer, after due examination, they are not prepai*ed to question the 
right of .Mr. Crofton to act as the guanlian elected for Killiskey Electoral 
Division. 



By Order, &c. 

Mr. John Gaskin, Newtown Boswell, (signed) B. Banks, 

Ashford, County Wicklow. Secretary. 



— No. 9. — 

Letter from Mr, John Gaskin to the Local Government Board. 

Newtown Boswell, Ashford, 

Sir, 5 May 1882. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the 3rd May instant, from 
the Local Government Board, in reply to my letter of the 10th April last, 
objecting to the election of Mr. George Crofton as poor law guardian for the 
Killiskey Division of Rathdrum Union, and stating that, in the absence of any 
grounds shown for objecting to the votes which had been allowed by the return- 
ing officer, the Board is not prepared to question the matter. I beg to state 
that I consider I heretofore set forth ample grounds to entitle me to a scrutiny 
upon which the proof would appear, and which I am required to furnish, and 
which the Board deny me the means of acquiring upon the mere statement of 
the officer whose decision is impugned. 

I am, &c. 

B. Banks, Esq., (signed) John Gaskin. 

Secretary, Local Government Board. 
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— No. 10. — 



Letter fi’om the Local Goveinment Board to Mr. John Gaskin. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 10 May 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of y<>ur 
further letter of the 5th instant, in reference to your objection to the return of 
Mr. George Crofton as the guaidian elected for the KilUskey Electoral Division 
of Rathdrum Union, in which you state that you consider you have set forth 
ample grounds to entitle you to a scrutiny ; and in reference thereto the Board 
desire to state that they have referred to your previous communications on this 
subject, and they find that you have expressed your belief that 12 of the occu- 
piers’ voles recorded for Mr. Crofton were irregular; that in regard to the pro- 
perty votes recorded for him, various fatal objections apply sufficient to dis- 
qualify the votes ; that the nomination paper of Mr. Crofton was not regularly 
signed ; and that the returning officer overruled all your objections. 

You do not, however, state the nature of the alleged irregularities and objec- 
tions, nor what grounds you have for believing that they exist; and. having 
regard to the 88th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, which requires the 
returning officer, according to the best of his judgment and ability, to make a 
true return of the persons who shall be elected, and declares that every person 
returned by him shall be deemed to be legally elected, the Board are not pre- 
pared to question his return without some grounds are shown for believing that 
Ms decisions may liave been erroneous. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. Wodswortk, 

John Gaskin, Esq. Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 11. — 

Letter from Local Government Board to Clerk and Returning Officer. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 10 May 1882. 

I AM directed by the Local Government Board for Ireland to state that they 
have observed questions put in the House of Commons relating to the election 
of a guardian for the Killiskey Electoral Division of Rathdrum Union, of which 
the following formed part : — 

“ Whether Mr. Gaskin had a large majority of the votes of rated ocou- 
“ piers, but was defeated by proxy votes : 

“ U hether the validity of many of such votes was questioned by Mr. 
“ Gaskin, but no professional agent being present on behalf of the rated 
“ occupiers to press the objections, all the proxy votes were admitted : 

Whether, at the election for the adjoining Electoral Division of Wick- 
“low, where a professional agent was employed, a large number of proxy 
“ votes were presented, and were objected to : 

“ Whether the returning officer asserted they wete all right, and wanted 
" to record them ; but, the objector insisting on examining them, many 
“ were rejected, being irregular, and the other candidate was returned.” 

The Board would be glad to obtain your observations in regard to the 
proceedings at the election of a guardian for Wicklow Electoral Division 
referred to in the questions. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. IVodsworth, 

The Clerk and Returning Officer, Assistant Secretary. 

Rathdrum Union. 
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— No. 12. — 



Letter from the Returmng Officer to Locel Government Board. 



Sir, 



Ratlidrum Poor Law Union, 
Board Room, Workhouse, Rathdrum, 
12 May 1882. 



In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, requesting to he furnished with my 
ohservations in reference to certain questions put m the House of Commons 
regarding the recent election of poor law guardians for the Kilhshey and the 
wSlow Electoral Divisions in inis Union, I beg to state m regard to that 
portion of the questions relating to the Wiehlow election, that it ,s quite moor- 
Let to Slate thlt a large number of proxy votes were objected to ; it is equal y 
incorrect to say that I wanted to record votes which were afterwards foiiml to 
be in-egular, and rejected on the objector insisting on examining them, and that 

in consequence the other candidate was returned. . . , 

The facts are these : There was not at any time during the coun mg up of the 
votes the slightest controversy or dispute between myself and the gentlemen 
professionally engaged by the contending parties, nor in fact between myself and 

any person whatever. . . , 

I allowed the candidates and their agents to examine every single voting 
paper after passing through my hands, and there was no paper or docuinen 
connected with the election but was produced by me at once upon the slightert 
wish being expressed by either side to see it, and this only happened on two 
or three occasions, but no dispute arose at all about any one vote, nor any dis- 
satisfaction expressed by any one as to my decisions ; on the controp’, the agents 
on both sides said there was not liie least occasion for tlieir interference in tlic 
election at all, everything being carried out so fairly. 

And at the conclusion of the election, the Rev. F. MacEnerney, c.f., Wick- 
low, who was present throughout, in very flattering terms proposed a vote ot 
thanks to me for the painstaking and impartial manner in which 1 had con- 
ducted the election. e \ ^ 

In reo-ard to the statement that the interference of the agent for the popular 
candidates had the effect oF turning the election, I need only add to the denial 
ibat any such interference took place this fact, that at no lime during the 
counting of the votes was there any doubt as to the result, the popular candi- 
dates being largely in the inajoi ity all through. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Manning, 

B. Banks, Esq., Secretary. Returning Officer. 



— No. 13. — 

Letter from. Mr. John Gaslcin to the Local Government Board. 

Newtown Boswell, Asliford. 

Sir, 13 May 1882. 

I HAVE to acknowledge receipt of letter of 10th May instant from 
Government Board for Ireland, relative to my objections to the return 

George Crofton as poor law guardian for the Killiskey Division of the Rathdrum 
Union, and stating that they had referred to ray former communications, and 
that I had not stated the nature of the alleged irregularities and objections, nor 
what grounds I had for believing they existed, and quoting the 88th section ot 
the Irish Poor Law Relief Act, by which the person whom the returning otfacer 
declares to be elected shall be deeuied to be legally elected. ^ ^ 

I beg to state that I objected to the occupier vote of a Mr. Richards, 
Ballyhenry, no such person being on the rate book on the 7th March last, 
had inquired of the rate collector of the district (P. Farrell) if he knew who Mr. 
Riciiards was, and he stated he did not know of any such person. I also made 
the same inquiry of Constable Brennan, r.i.c., stationed at Ashford, and received 

* •' sAtne 
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s!imc reply.. I also objected to the vote of a Captain Welch, as rated eccupier, 
out of Balivhenry, who had never paid rates therein, same being paid by Dr. 
Truell. I objected to Dr. Truell having been allowed 12 votes as proxy for 
t.'harles Evans Boyd, resident, in Wexford, hut who has no property whatever in 
the district, and also to Dr. Truell having 12 votes for luinseif and 12 votes for 
H. H. Truell out of the same property, but tlje returning officer notwithstanding 
allowed all the vote.s. 

I have reason to believe several other of the proxy votes were irregularly 
si-nied as they were so for the adjoining Electoral Division of Wicklow, and 
were got up by the same parties. 

i believe, having regard to the 23rd section of the “ti' & 8th Viet, c 92 (The 
Irish Poor Law Amendment Act), that tije Board Iiave power, if they think fif, 
to inquire into the circumstances of the case, and to make such order ns they 
deem re<iuisite, and therefore I asked for a scrutiny. 

1 am, &c. 

(.signed) John Goskln. 

The Secretary, Local Government Board. 



— No. 14. — 

Letter from Local Government Boai-d lo Clerk and Returning Officer. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 16 May 1882. 

J'he Local Government Board for Ireland forwar<l to you herewith a copy of 
a further letter*, which they have received from ilr. John Gaskin, in reference 
to his objection to the return of Mr. George Crofton as the guardian elecied for 
the Kiiliskey Electoral Division of Rathclrum Union ; and the Board request 
that they may be furnished with your observations as to the cases now specifi- 
cally mentioned bv Mr. Gaskin, and also as to Ins general statement that proxy 
votes were incgularly signed both in Kiiliskey and Wicklow Electoral Divisions. 

By Order &c. 

The Clerk and Returning Officer, (signed) B. Banhs, 

Rathdrum Union. Secretary. 



— No. 15. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Gash'ht. 

Local Goverinnsut Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 16 May 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
further letter of the I3th instant, in reference to your olqectioii to the return of 
Mr. George Crofton as the guardian elected for the Kiiliskey Electoral Division 
of Rathdrum Union ; and the Board desire to state that your letter shall receive 
attention. 

By Order, &c. 

John Gaskin, Esq. (signed) B. Baids, Secretary. 



— No. 16. — 



Letter from the Clerk and Returning Officer to the Local Government Board. 
(Rathdrum Union.) 

Board Room, Workhouse, 

Sir, 18 May 1882. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 16th instan^ 
enclosing a copy of a further letter received by the Local Government Board 
from Mr. John Gaskin, in reference to his objeefion to the return of Mr. George 
_ g Crofton 
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Croftm as ihe guardian elected for the Killiskey Electoral Division of this 
Drolton as ne g ..nuest to be fuinislied with my observations as to the 

Uinoi^ntnlnch )Ou lequert^ 

sSt«nr„:\St -S"«l 

low Electoral Divisions. 

And in rei.ly, 1 beg to state that in the case of Mr. Richards a claim to be 
Ana, m rc| ‘), ^ jQtji „f March last, and that the guardians 

w;7l i nam“o L .la«^ the rate book for the Killlskey Eleotorpivi- 
sion in respect of property in the townland of Ballyhcnry, valued at 81 1 . ; and 
that Mr. Richards was rated accordingly. 

In the case of Caplain Mklch, a simiiar claim was made in respect ofproiierty 
on die "ame lownland.valned at 62 1., and a similar order was made by the 
guardians with a like result. 

T *• tivof Triipll who is ail c--V~oM<‘io ^uaidian of this union, 

waVpSe>ril\he nieedng^ Bmu-cl, and vouclied for the coiTethness of the 
Srbein “ himscdf the hndlord of the properly in respect of which the claims 
were made, and stated that these two gentlemen bad then been fur some tiincm 
the occupation of the property. 

PVhen 1 came to make out the lists of persons entitled to vote at the election 
of a vuardian for the Killlskey Electoral Division, I found the names m question 
0 1 the rate book, and kiioiving that the rates on the respective hoicliiip weie 
lid, and also having every reason to believe the accuracy of Dr. 'Iruell s state- 
ment of which 1 was, and still am, perfectly satisfied, I of couise iiicluded 
these names on the lists ami issued voting pa|.crs which were returiiea to me 
ill the usual way, filled up and signed in a perlectly regular mamiei. 

When counting up the votes given for each caiididale Mr. Gaskin did object 
to these votes heiiig recorded, hut was unable to advance any reason why 1 should 
reject them, except that he was not aware that tlie two gentlemen named had 
any cmmection with the property out of which they were voting, or vvere m pos- 
session of it at all, or course I could not regaril this as ,a valid objection, havi^ 
regard to wliat Dr. Truellhad previously told me. and which he repeated at the 
time the objection Avas made. 

hi resard to the iiroxy voles of Mr- Evans Boyd, and j\Ir. R. M. Tniell, which 
Aveie ffiven hy Dr. Trnell, who was appointed in the prescribed manner, and m 
proper time, the claims having been registered by me in due form on tiie 14ti 
of Eebiuarv, 1 have to state in the first instance that the number of votes 
recorded bv me. in each case was onlv four, and not 1 2 as stated by Mr. Gaskm ; 
and, in the second place. I was assured by Dr. Truell that these gendemen were 
in the eujoyn.em of the head-rents in respect of which each had claimed, and 1 
Avas perfectly satisfied as to the correctness of this assurance. 

As regnids Dr. Truell himself, he hud on the 6th of December 1881, lodged 
with me ;i claim to vole as landlord of property of which lie is owner m ‘ tee 
simple," valued at 363 !., and out of which he receives profit rents ainounting 
to 468 /. This claim wus in due course registered by me, and a voting paper 
accordingly issued, wUioli was duly and properly filled up and returned to me, 
and the votes recorded in the usual way. 

As to the irregularity alleged to have taken place in the signing of these oi 
anv other proxy papers or votes, nothing of the kind, so far as 1 am ^^are, oo 
place, and indeed I am at a loss to know in what the irregularity Mr. Gaskm 
alleges consists, or who the parties are who committed such irreguliirities. 



B. Banks, Esq., Secretary. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) B. Manning, 

Returning Officer. 
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• No. 17. — 



Lktter from the Local Government Bo ird to the Cleik and Hetumin^ Olticer. 



Loerd Government Board, Dublin, 

Sir, 

The Local fiovcrnmerit Board for Ireland aidcnowledge the receipt of \oui 
letter of the 18th inatant, in reference, to the objections raised by jilr. Joun 
Gaskin to the reiurn of Mr. G- orge Grofton as the guardbn elected tor tin- KiU 
liskev Electoml Division of the Rathdrum Union; and the Board h .ve to state 

that they are desirous of receiving your further observations on the tollo Aing 

points : — 

1 Under what legal autlioritv were the names of Mr. Richards and Ca].tam 
Welch placed o,i the rate hook in lOtli March, no rate appearing to have hecii 
made since 29th July last, and whether tlie rate made on tliat day had been 
paid by them r 



2 . Is it ilie fact, as stated l)y Jlr. Gaskin, that the vote.s chdmedyv Mr. U. 
H. Truell were claimed in respect of the same property as that out o. wmoli .i. 
Truell votes, and if so, are you satisfied that each lias sufficient interest in tue 
projierty to sustain his claim ? 



3. Ts it ihe fact that 12 votes '.vere iiltowed to Dr. Ifuell as landlord in respect 
of his fee-simple property ? 

(signed) B. B 

Tlie Clerk and Reluming Officer, bceretary. 

Rathdrum Union. 



— No. 1 8. — 

Letter from the Clerk and Keturning Officer to the Local Government Board. 



(Rathdrum Union.) 

Beard Room, Workhouse, 22 May 1882. 

T . ... 8'ii-i=‘d the 19th instant, on the subject ot the 

S Lv Sbl-mtionson the three points alluded to m your letter. 

'ist The le-al author, tv under which the guardians ordered the names 
nf Mr Richards and Captain Welch to be placed on the rate bonk on the 
fnth of Mamh of Parliament 13 & 14 Viet. e. GO, s 1 10 unuer 

which the ouardians have been accustomed at all times to make oiders of 
this natiu-e'when satisfied ot the bonafdes of the claims put forward as will 
appear by entries on their Minutes from time to time. 



. ' I, *. 

As regards TO^ent of the -- 






who was primarily liable to pay them euiier poor law or parlia- 

disqualify such occupier from voting at an election, enlier p 

““‘"Ld. It is .hefaot as stated by Mj;' “amf « 

R H Truell were claimed in respect of the same p p y 

W. ■ 
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which Dr. Trnell votes, but I am quite satisfied that each has sufficient 
interest in the property to sustain his claim. 

3rd. It is the fact that Dr- Truell was allowed 12 votes as landlord in 
respect of his fee-simple property, such property being of the amount and 
value of over 200?. a year, on the grounds tW he is not entitled to deduct 
poor rates from any superior landlord, and is therefore entitled to double 
votes. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) 73. Mmnxny, 

B. Banks, K?q., Secretary. Clerk and Rcturnihg Officer. 



— No. 19. — 



Letter from the Local Government Board to .VIr. GasVin. 



Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 24 May 1882. 

Adverting to your letter of the 13th inslant relating to your objections to the 
return of Mr. George Crofton as the guardian elected for the Killiskey Electoral 
Division of the Rathdrura Union, the Local Government Board for Ireland desire 
to inform you that from reports uliicli they liave received from the returning 
officer it appears that !Mr. Ricliards and Captain Welch were in the actual occu- 
pation of tiic {ji'oiterty in respect of which they voted, and that although their 
names were not inserted in the last rate at the time tliat rate was made, they 
were duly and legally inserted in the rate book on the 10th of .March last on a 
claim duly made in accordance with the provisions of the 110th section of the 
Parliamentary Voters’ Act. 

In legard to the votes given by Dr. Truell as proxy for Mr. Boyd and Mr. 
R. H. Truell, the rctuniiug officer states that the number of votes allowed in 
cadi case was 4, aud not 12, us stated by you ; and furiher that he was assured 
by Dr. Truell, and is himself Siitisfied of tlie fact, that both these gentlemen 
were in the enjoyment of the head rents in respect of which they claimed. 

In regard to Dr. 'Iruell’s own votes as landlord, the Board do not think that 
the returning officer ought to have allowed more than six votes, and tliey arc in 
communication witli the returning officer on this subject, but the additional si.v 
votes which he appears to have allowed did not affect the final result of llic 
election. 

By Ordei’, &c. 

(signed) W. J). Wodsicorth, 

J'olm Gaskin, Esq. Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 20. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to tlie Clerk and Returning 
Officer. 




Local Goveimment Board, Dublin, 

, Sir, 24 May 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 22nd instant, relating to the objections raised by Mr. John Gaskin 
to the return of Mr. George Crofton as the guardian elected for the Killiskey 
Electoral Division of the Kathdrum Union iu the month of March last ; aud the 
Board foi ward for your information a copy of a letter* which they have this 
dav addressed to Mr. Gaskin on the subject. 

In 
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In reference to tlje votes nllowcii to Dr. True'il as Ijindloni in receipt of ivius 
from whicli poor rate is dednctecl, you appear to have been in error in allovina 
J2 votes, and you will see, on reference to the 81st section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Relief Act, that six votes is tlie maximum number that can be allowed, 
and that there is no provision for ailowiny; doable votes, excs|-.t in the case of 
an occupier paying rate, and not entitled to deduct any jiart thereof from anv 
rent paid by him. 

By Dixie]*, kc. 

(signed) ir. D. iVudsworth, 

The Clerk and Returning Officer, Assistant Secretarr. 

Uathdnim Union. 



— No. 21. — 

Letter from Mr. Gashin to the I..oeal Government Board. 

Newtown Boswell, Ashford, 

Sir, 20 May 1882. 

I BEG (0 acknowledge receipt of the letter of the 24th May instant of the 
Local Government Board, in reply lo mine of the 13tli instant, stating, at ilicir 
request, some of my objections to the voles, hy which !Mr. George Croftou was 
declared by tlie returning officer as elected poor law guardian for the Killiskey 
Division of the Rathdrum Union, and to submit that the Board ought not to 
refuse me a scrutiny of the voting papers upon the verbal statement of Dr. TTueil 
lo the returning officer, tiiat the proxy votes were correct. 

Rcfei'ring to a list taken by me at the lime of the Cininting of the votes, I find 
therefrom that in addition to 32 {;ccupier votes allowed l*y the returning officer 
for Mr. George Crofton, that the proxy votes ^^ere; R. II. Truell, 12; 
Dr. Truell, 12; C. Kvuns Bwyd, 12; F. Dick, 12; Colonel Atkinson, 12; 
Giui-Cuiuiinghame, 12 ; Di‘. Hall, 0 ; G. Croltou, 3 ; Drought, 1 ; Truell, X ; in 
all 115 votes, being the exact number claimed for Mr. Crofton. 

I beg to submit that the validity and exact nmnbfi' of the X'otes can only be 
ascertained by an impartial examination and investigation, and that the Board 
ought nut to refuse to order such, upon mere statement of Dr. Truell and the 
returuiog officer, purticuhirly as Mr. Crofton, the party deemed to be elected, 
does not seek to sustain his cfaim, and the entire opposition to my return was got 
up by said Dr. Truell. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Jofm Gashin. 

Local Government Board. 



— No. 22. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. John Gaskin. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 31 May 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th instant, on the subject of the return of Mr. Crofton ^ the 
guardian elected for the Killiskey Electoral Division of the Rathdrum Union, 
and the Board desire to state that your letter will receive attention. 

By Order, &c- 

John Gaskin, £sq. (signed) B. Banks, 

Secretary. 
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— No. 23. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to the Clerk and Returning 
Officer. 



Local Government Board, Dublin, 

31 May 1882. 

W?TH reference to yom- letter of the 22, ,d instant, ,'elaling to the objections 
.ai^rby Mr. Gaskin to the return of Mr. Crofton as the guardian elected for 
the Killiskey Electoral Division of the Rathdrum Union, the Local Gorejiiment 
IW for Ireland forward to you herewith a copy of a further letter* which 
hey have received from Mr. Gaskin on the subject, and they request that you 
will be good enough to state the number ol proxy voles allowed in each of the 

"“TihteTate^^ofMr. R. H. Truell and Mr. C. Evans Boyd, you have already 

statedthatthenumberofvo.es allowed in each case was tou.y and not as 
stated bv Mr Gaskin, but in the other cases in which it is stated that 12 votes 
were allovved the Boai-d nquest that vou will state the grounds on which you 
felt warranted in allooing so large a uuiiiber in respect of property not in the 
occupation of the ratepayer. ^ 

The Clerk and Returning Officer, (signed) B. Bmks, 

Rathdrum Union. Secretory. 






— No. 24. — 

I.ETTER from the Clerk and Returning Officer to the Local Government 
Boiml. 

(Rathdrum Union.) 

Sir^ Board Room, Woi'khouse, 3 June 1882. 

I EEG to acknowledge the receijit of your letter of the 31st ultimo, forwardmg 
a copy of a further letter received by the Local Government Board from Mr. 
John Gaskin on the subject of his objection to the return of Mr. Crofton as the 
guardian elected for the Killiskey Electoral Division of this union in March, 

last. nVat 

And in reference thereto I beg to forward to you a copy of the poll sheet 
used bv me in recording the votes given on the occasion in question, from winch 
will be seen the entire number of votes given in the election under both proxy 
appointments and claims for extra votes to be given in person. 

I have also added at foot the numbers of votes given for each candidate by 
rated occupiers. 

With reference to your inquiry as to the grounds on which X felt wan-antecl 
in allowing so large a mimber of votes in respect of property not in the occupa- 
tion of the ratepayer, I beg to state, as I have already mentioned, that I was 
always under the impression that owners in fee-simple not being entitled to 
deduct poor rates from any superior landlord, were in consequence entitled to 
double votes, the same ns in the case of occupiers. 

I have always acted on this assumption, and have not now for the first time 
adopted this principle. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) /i. Manning, 

B. Banks, Esq., Secretary. Clerk and Returning Officer. 
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POLL SHEET. 



liATHDRUJE Union. — Killiski;y Eluctokal DivifiioN. 



LIST of Lanolouds eiifitlecl to Net Rents, Ownkrs of Tithe Pvest-Cuarge and Occvpiers, 
by ivbom Statemeata have been made ; also of On'KEES or Immediate Lessoes rated under rtie 
provisions of tlie Acts 6 & 7 Viet. e. 92, ss, 1 and 4 ; 12 Si 13 Viet. c. 91, s. 63 ; and 12 8i 13 Viet, 
c. 104, s. 10, who have made Statements of Ciaiin to Vote in Person, and of Proxies who have 
been appointed to Vote for Landlords, Owners of Titlie Hent-Cliavge, or Owners or Immediate 
Lessors x*ated as aforesaid. 



Orcnjiiers, Landlords, 

Owners oi 
Titlie Btrut-Charges, 
whether 

Indiridualp, Corporotions, 
Joint Stock Conipanirs. 


Pruxies. 


i 

Places at wliidi i 
• 

Toting Papers are 
to be Left. 


Afgi-egate 1 
Amount of | 
vet Kents or , 
Net Tithe j 
.CUt-ChnrgeS 
in respect 
f which Voles 
may lie 1 
given in the : 
■Ward 1 

or Electoral ’ 
OhisioD. 1 


Record 

Number of 

Totes 
for 

Votes. 1 

Crofton. 


lecord 
of 1 
Totes ; 
for 
Mr. 

Gaskin- ' 


— 


1. Charles Tottenhiini 


. 


At Ballyciirr.v House 


£. ». d. 
420 - - 


12 


j 


- 


Did not vote. 


2. Cliarlfs 0. Ttitteiihsin - 




- - ditto 


330 2 8 




- 


- 


- ditto. 


3. Henry P. Ti’uell - 


■ - ■ 


At Bjllylieiiry Cottage 


458 - - 


12 


12 


- 




4. ■William \V. T. Dick - 


Henry P. Truell 


• - ditto 


15l> - - 






- 




3. John T. Evans Boyd 


- ditto - 


- - ditto 


21 - - 




4 


_ 




6. Thomas Bnytl 


- ditto - 


- - ditto 


21 - - 


4 


4 


- 


~ 


7. Robert H. Truell • 


- ditto - 


- - ditto 


21 - - 


4 


4 


- 


- 


8. Rev, TVilliain Tniel! 


- ditto - 


- - ditto 


50 - - 


e 


0 


- 




9. Edward Atkinson - 


- ditto - 


- . ditto 


308 - 10 


12 


12 


- 




10. Rev. John G. Ball 


• ditto - 


- - ditto 


281 5 5 


10 


10 


- 




11. M. J. McCormack 


- ditto - 


i - - ditto 


209 4 2 


6 


6 


- 




12. C. H. D.GuR-CQBinghame 


- ditto - 


1 - •• ditto 


230 15 C 


12 


12 


_ 




13. George Croftoa 




, AtlnclianappaHonse 


88 - - 


3 


3 


' 




14. Rev. Q. M. Drought 


. . - 


; At Killiskey Rectory 


24 19 - 




2 










} Totes given by Rated Ocenpiers 

i 

1 


POTit - 


83 

32 

115 


75 

75 


- 
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— No. 2r). — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr John Guskin. 

Local Government Hoard, Dublin, 
gj-j. G June 1882. 

With reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo on the subject of the lute 

elccliun of a o-uardian for Killiskey Electoral Division of Rathdrura Union, in 
wliich you .=tate the number of i>roperty and proxy votes recorded for Mr. 
Crofron, according to a list taken by you at the time of counting the votes, the' 
Local Government Board for Ireland desire to acquaint you that they have 
received from the returning officer a copy of the poll-sheet used by him ii>. 
recordin'^- the votes, from •vvliich it appears that although the number of votes 
recorded’in some individmd cases varies from the number stated by you, the 
total number of such votes is the same, namely, 83. 

It appears, however, that owing to a misapprehension of the provisions of the 
81st section of the Irish I’oor Relief Act, tlie returning officer has allowed a 
larger number of votes in many of these cases than that section autijorises, 
havino-, he states, being always under the impression that owniTs in fee-simple, 
not being entitled to deduct poor rate from any superior landlord, were in con- 
sequence entitled to double votes, the same as occupiers. 

The following statement shows the number of votes stated by y'ou to have 
been allowed; the number of votes recorded on the list of landlords, &e.. 
( uiitled to vote ; the net rent, &c., iu respect of which those votes were recorded; 
and the true number of votes which those rents, &c., would justify : — 



NAME OP OWNER. 


N.\ME OP PROXY. 


Number of 

allowed 
according to 
Mr. Guskin. 


Niiinhftr of 
Votes 
Hllinved 

Itcciirniiig 

0/licer. 


Aiiioniit of 
Net Uciit. 


Nninhor of 
Votes 
that could 
properly l>" 
Allowed. 


H. H. Ti'deil 


II. 1’. Trm'U . 




4 


£. f. cl. 

21 - - 


3 


Dr. Trucll ... - 




12 


12 


458 - - 


6 


C. E. BoyU - _ - - 


H. P. Trnell ... 


12 


4 


21 - - 




r. Dick .... 


. ditto .... 


12 


8 


100 - - 


3 


C’oluiis! Atkinson 


- ditto - 


12 


12 


308 - 10 


C 


Giiu-Cuttin^liain 


- diltfl .... 


12 


12 


230 15 C 


6 


Dr. Ball .... 


- ditto - - . 


G 


10 


281 5 5 


0 


a. Croftria .... 


- - 


3 


D 


88 - - 


3 


— Drought 




1 


2 


24 19 - 


2 


— Ti-ucl! .... 


fJ. P. Truill - 


1 


6 


60 - - 


3 


niomas Boyil - 


- ditto - 




4 


21 - - 


■3 


.\I. J. McConiiick 


- ditio - . - . 




C 


209 4 2 


(! 




Tot.^t, ... 


83 


83 


■ 


49. 



It thus appears that tlie returning officer allowed to Mr. Crofton 34 rotes in 
excess of the proper number in re&pect of property claims, but as the majority 
of votes on the entire voting obtained by Mr. Crofton was 40, the correction of 
these errojs would not alter the result of the eleetiou, and there appears to be 
no ground for questioning Mr. Crofton’s right to act as the guardian cdected. 

By Order, &c. 

John Guskin, Esq. (signed) W, D. Wadsworth, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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-- No. 26. — 

Letter, from the Local Government Board to the Clerk and Returning 
Officer. 



Local Government Boanl, Dublin, 
Sii\ 6 June 1882. 

The Local Government Board acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 
3rd instant and its enclosure, in reference to a communication received from 
Mr. John Gaskin, on the subject of his objection to the return of Mr. Crofton as 
the guardian elected for the KLIliskey Electoral Division of Rathdrum Union ; 
and the Board forward to you herewith a copy of a letter* which they have 
addi essed to Mr. Gaskin on the subject. 

By Order, &c. 

The Clerk and Returning Officer, (signed) W. D. Wods-n'ortk, 

Rathdrum Union. Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 27. — 

Letter from Mr. Gaskin to the Local Government Board. 

Newtown Boswell, Asiiford, 

Sir, 9 June 1882. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the 6th June instant of the 
Local Government Board, in reference to niy objections to the return of Mr. 
George Crofton as poor law guardian for the Killiskey Division of the Ratlidrum 
Union, and stating that it appears from an examination of the poll-sheet used 
by the returning officer, that he has erroneously allowed Mr. Crofton 34 votes 
in excess of the proper number in respect of property claims, whicli reduces the 
total majority of 40 votes claimed for Mr. Crofton, to six votes over the 7o 
occupier votes admittedly given for me. 

In reply, I beg to refer to my former letters to the Board showing that I 
claimed 78 votes instead of /5 mentioned by the returning officer, and the 
several objections I made, and which I repeat, to the occupier votes of Mr. 
Richards and Captain Walsh, also those of Colonel Atkinson not being signed by 
him, and the property proxy votes of Mr. Boyd arrd a Mr. Truell (not Dr. Truell) 
as having no property in the district; and I object to Mr. McCormack’s votes 
which [ now hear of for the first time, not having any note or recollection of its 
having been produced at, or iticluded in, the counting of the votes. 1 repeat 
also I have reason to believe that the nomination paper and several of the proxy 
papers were nut legally signed, and I submit that ample grounds exist to induce 
the Board to order the scrutiny I have so repeatedly asked for. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) John Gaskin. 

Local Government Board. 



— No. 28. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Gaskin. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 13 June 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
further letter of the 9th instant, in reference to the late election of a guardian 
for Killiskey Electoral Division of Rathdrum Union ; and the Board desire to 
1 7. C state 
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i8 

si Ite that having regaitl to the 88th section of the Irish Poor Uelief Act, wlticli 
nrovides that the returning officer sliall, according to the best of Ms judgment 
and abililv make n true return of the persons who shall he elected as guardians, 
and that everv person returned by such officer shall be deemed to be legally 
elected they” are not prepared to exercise the power given to iheu] by the 
23rd section of the 6 & 7 Viet c. 92, to inquire, if tltey see (it, into tlie right of 
the person so returned to act as an elective guardian without some reasoualile 
grounds of objection to the return being shown, with a statement ol the evidence 
that can be iirodncetl in support of the objection. 

No wrouuds have been stated by yon in support ol your claim to have 78 
occupation votes recorded for you, instead of 75, as allowed by the returniag 
officer, nor have you mentioned any evidence by which you propose to sustain 
the objections referred to in your letter. 

If vou will state specifically the further cases m winch you object to the 
returnincr officer’s decision, with the grounds of your objection in each case, and 
the evitMnee by which you propose to support tlie objecliun, the. Board will at 
once consider the propriety of investigating those cases, with a view to the 
question of Mr. Croftoii’s right to act as an elective guardian. 

By Order, See. 

Jolm Gaskin, Esq. (signed) B. Banhs, Secretary. 



— No. 29. — 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Friday tlie 16th day of June 1882. 

Present. — In the Chair, Colouel Tiglie, d.l., Chaii-man. 

Other Guardians. — Captain Drought, j.p., Vice Chairman; Messrs. John J. 
Carley, Edward Murphy, John Byrue, and J. Delalmut- 

Read . — Letter from Mr. John Gaskin, Newtown Boswell, dated the 15th 
instant, requesting the guardians to have the goodness to pass a resolution allow- 
ing him to inspect the requisite papers in the custody of the clerk of the union, 
relating to the election of a guardian for the electoral division of Killiskeyin ibis 
union in March last, wherein he was one of the canilidates. 

Resolved , — That Mr. Gaskin be allowed, in accordance with his application, to 
inspect the voting papers. 

Passed unaniraonsly. 



— No. 30. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Gaskin. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 4 July 1882. 

With reference to the letter addressed to you on the 13th ultimo relating to 
the late election for the office of guardian for the Killiskey Electoral Division of 
Rathdruni Union, the Local Government Board for Ireland request that they 
may be informed whether you are in a position to furnish them with a statement 
of any specific votes which you may object to as having been improperly recorded 
for Mr. Crofton in addition to those mentioned in your letter of the 9th ultimo. 
The Board are prepared to make inquiry as to the validity of the votes referred 
to by yon in that communication. 

The Board will also be prepared to consider your statement that the nomina- 
tion paper was not legally signed, if you will state the nature of the alleged 
illegality. 

The Board observe by the guardians’ minutes of the 16th ultimo that you 

applied 
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applied for and obtaint^d pprmission to inspecf the papers relating to the election 
.^4ich are in the custody of the clerk of the union. 



John Gaskin, Esq. 



Bv Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banhs, Secretary. 



No. 31. — 



Letter from Mr. Gaskin to the Local Government Board. 



Newtown Boswell, Ashford, 

Sir, 7 July 1882. 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the. 4th July instant, referring 
to your letter of the 13tli June last, relative to my objections to the return of 
Mr. George Crofton as guardiuii for the Killiskey Division of the Rathdrum 
Union, and requesting me to inform tlie Local Government Board whether I was 
in a jiosilion to furnish a statement of any specific objections to votes in addition 
to those to which I had objected, and tliat the Board were prepared to rnake 
inquiry into the validity of the votes referred to, and to state that I would have 
sooner replied to your letter of the 13th June, but a domestic bereavement pre- 
vented me from doing so. i r 

In order to fully state my objections, I, as you observe, applied tor and 
obtained from the board of guardians of the Rathdrum Union liberty to inspect 
the vc-ting papers, &c., and oii ednesday the 2 1st June I attended at the bonid 
room with my solicitor, and I had the several papers examined. Mr. Crofton, 
Dr. Truell, and Mr. Welsh, as agent for the Constitutional Club, attended to 
watch my ’investigation (the proceedings are reported in the “ Wicklow News 
Letter ” of 24th June last). I now beg to furnish more specific objections to the 
votes recorded for Mr. George Crofton by the returning otficer. 

I refer to the letter of the Local Government Board of the 6th June last, 
wherebv it appears that the Boaid reduced 34 proxy votes from the majority of 
40 votes which the returning officer had recorded for Mr. Crofton, thus reducing 
the majoriiv against me to six votes. 

From tlie examination it has been ascertained and adrnitted that in recorcing 
the pi'oxy votes of Messrs. Fitzwilliam, Dick, Gun-Cuningbam, and Rev. Dr. 
Ball, their votes have bten allowed on their rental out of the property, and not 
on the valuation, and in consequence four more votes should be struck off. This 
the reiurning oiiicer on the recent examination admitted, and reduces the 
majority against me to two votes. 

1 further object to all the pro.vy papers as being irregularly signed by Dr. 
Trueil, and not in compliance with the requirement that the pro.xy should state 
under bis signature” for whom he is proxy. 

I further object to the proxy votes ot Rev. Dr. Ball, as he pays a head rent or 
189 Bs. 4d. a year to Mr. McCormack fur the lands of Courtfoyle, out of 
which he claims to vote, the valuation Iseing but 182 I., and Mr. McCormack has 



been allowed six votes out of the same lands. 

I further object to the proxy vote for John P. Evans Boyd, the claim to vote 
being by John T. Evans Boyd. 

I further object to the jiroxy votes for two persons of the name of Boyd, voting 
out of some claim for 21 /. a year each out of property of Colonel Tottenham, 
which I believe has no legal foundation, and that they are not liable to poor s 
rate. . , 

I further object to the proxy vote for Mr. F. Dick, the claim being by William 
Wentworrli Fitzwilliam Dick. . 

I again object to the nomination paper for Mr. Crofton as not being signed m 
the proper handwriting of Colonel Atkinson, who is mentioned as nominator. ^ 

I object to the occupier votes of C. W. Richards and Captain Walsh as not in 
the rate-book, and not having any property in the electoral district, and not 



paying any rates. . , , 

I have to complain that voting papers were not issued or delivered to tne 
following rated occupiers in the district, viz., Ellen Moran, M. Cooney, wurge 
McGrainer, and John Campbell, all of whom would have voted for me. ^ 
observe in the manifest injustice in the valuation in the district by which Oatnoac 
1 7 . C 2 occupier 
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occupier votes are lost ; thus Bryari Byrne, valuation 99 1 . ; John Turner, 49 1 , ; 
L. Cullen, 19?. 15 5 .; J. Smyth, 19?. 5 5., &c. ; the result is aj)paivnt as de- 
priving them of additional votes. 

I could state further valid objections, but I consider I have stated sufficient to 
displace the now majority of two against me, and to entitle me to a scrutiny, and 
to be declared the elected guardiau. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) John Gaskin. 

Local Government Board. 



— No. 32. — 



Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Crofton. 



Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, • 12 July 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland received on the 30th of March hist, 
a memorial from Mr. Gaskin on the subject of the electi')n of a guardian for 
Killiskey Electoral Division of Ratbdrum Union, in which he objected to your 
being declared the elected guardian for tlmt division, and claimed to be declared 
entitled to the office, and prayed that the matter might be examined into, and 
that he might be declared duly elected or timt a new election might be held. 

The Board have since had a lengthened correspondence with Mr. Gaskin ami 
with the returning officer, from which they gather tliat the grounds on which 
Mr; Gaskin disputes ihe validity of your return, by the returning- officer, are as 
follows : 



1. That your nomination was not signed in the proper handwriting of 
Colonel Atkin-son, who is mentioued therein as the nominator. 




2. That the nu'uher of votes allowed in respect of jjroperty and proxy 
claims was, in almost every instance, greater than the number allowed by 
law, and that in some of those cases the parties have no property in the 
district ; also, that the occupation votes allowed to Mr. Richards and Cai^taiii 
■\Valsh ought not to have been allowed, nor should those of Colonel 
Atkinson, the paper not being signed by him. There are also specific 
objections to certain of the proxy claims, as set forth in the enclosed extract 
from a letter* from Mr. Giiskin, dated the 7th instant. 

Mr. Gaskin also compbiins that voting papers wi-re not issued to the following- 
rated occupiers, viz. : — ^tdleii Moran, M. Cooney, George McGrainer, and John 
Campbell. 

The Board are about to issue instructions for an inquiry on oath on the 
subject, under the 23rd section of the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, but they will be glad 
in the first instance to receive any observations you may desire to make on tlie 
subject. 

By Order, &c. 

George Crofttjii, Esq., (signed) B. Banks, Secretary, 

inebnappa, Rathdrum. 



— No. 



33. — 



Letter from the Local Government Board to Mr. Gaskin. 



Local Government Board, Dublin, 

12 July 1882. 

The IvOcal Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7ti» instant, in reference to your objections to the return of 
Mr. George Crofton as the guardian elected for the Killiskey Electoral Division 
of the Rathdrum Union, and the Board desire to state that they are now prepared 

to 
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to direct an inquiry on oath under ihe 23rd section of the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, but 
thev have thought it right in the first instance to communicate your objections 
to Mr. Crofton, and to afford him an opponunity of submitting any observations 
■which he may desire to make on tbe subject. 

By Order, &c. 

John Gaskin, Esq. (signed) B. Banlfs, Secretary. 



— No. 34. — 

Letter from Mi-. George Crofton to the Local Government Board. 

Sir, Inchnappa, 1/ July 1882. 

With reference to your letter of 12th instant, I beg to give the following 
answers to your queries. Wiih reference to the nomination paper not being 
signed by Colonel Atkinson, I can produce Colonel Atkinson, who has signed it 
in the presence of a friend of mine. No. 2. The numljer of property votes 
allowed by Mr. Manning were according to his reading of the law, whh ii he had 
invaiiably acted on, as also his predecessor in office. No. 3. In all the proxies 
used by Dr. Truell, the persons were entitled to rent out of the properties for 
which claims had been made, whicli can be proved on investigation. No. 4. 
The claims of Mr. Richards and Captain Welch were allowed by tlie Board, as 
they were in cccupatiou of their holdings. No. 5. It can be easily provid tliat 
Colonel Atkinson did sign his voting paper. 

I am, &c. 

B. Banks, Esq (signed) G. Crofton. 



— No. 35. — 

Letter from the Local Government Board to Dr. MacCahe. 

Local Government Board, 

Sir, 20 July 1882. 

Thk Local Government Board for Ireland forward to you herewith a series of 
papers* relating to the election of a guardian in March last for the Killiskey *See\~ 
Electoral Division of Rathdrum Union, and the Board request that you will ^ 

inquire on oath into the Vcilidity of the nomination of Mr. Crofton, -which you 2 / is, 

will observe is questioned by Mr. Galkin, and into the validity of the several - 5 ; 

votes regarding which questions have been raised in the coiTespondenoe witli 
IMr. Gaskin. 

You will observe that nearly all tbe pro.vy and property votes are questioned by 
Mr. Gaskin, and that tiiere is reason to believe tliat a larger number of votes has 
been rtcorded in many of those cases than the law^ permits ; that the right of 
certain persons to vote as occupiers is also questioned; and that complaint is 
made by Mr. Gaskin that voting papers were not issued to a number of rated 
occupiers who were entitled to vote. 

Yon will of course give notice to the returning officer and to Mr. Gaskin and 
Mr. Crofton of the time you may fix for tbe inquiry. 

By Order, &c. 

Dr. MacCabe, (signed) B. BunJes, Secretary. 

Local Government Inspector. 



— No. 36. — 

Letter from the 1/Ocal Government Board to Messrs. Gaskin and Crofton. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 20 July 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland desire to inform you that they have 
instructed their Inspector, Dr. MacCabe, to inquire into tbe questions which 
37 - c 3 have 
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hare been raised in the correspondence which has taken place .m the subject of 
Vurelection of a guardian for the electoral division of KiUiakey for the current 

^^Dr. MacCabe will give due notice of the time he may fix for the inquiry. 



John Gaskin, Esq., and 
G. Crofton, Esq. 



By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Secretary. 



_ No. 37. — 



Letter from Mr. John J. Vodd to the Local Government Board. 

Wicklow, 22 July 1882. 

Mr 'joLn Gaskin of Ashford has handed me your letter of 12th July instant, as 
Secretary of the Local Government Board, informing him in reference to the 
ohTectLn^ made to the return of Mr. George Crofton the elected guardian for 
die Kiliiskey Division of the Rathdmin Union, tliat the Board were piepared to 
dhecTan inquiry on oath, and Mr. Gaskin has instructed me to act for him on 

*I have'therefore to ask yon to kindly inform me when and where the inquiry 
will he held, and from whom 1 can obtain summonses for the attencl.mce of the 
witnesses requisite to substantiate the objections made on Mr. Gaskiu s behalf. 
The favour of a reply will much oblige. 

Yours, &0. 

The Secretary, Local Government Board, (signed) John J. Dodd. 

Custom Hotist’. 



— No. 38. — 

Letter from Local Government Board to Mr. J. Dodd, 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 25 July 1882. 

The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 22nd instant, requesting information in regard to the proposed 
inquiry into the objections made to the return of Mr. George Crofton as tiie 
elected guardian for the Kiliiskey Electoral Division of the Rathdrum Union ; 
and in reply, the Board desire to inform you that Dr. MacCabe, the inspector oI 
the ’district, has been instructed to bold the inquiry, and he will give due notice 
of the time and place be may fix for holding it. 

Your letter will be referred to Dr. MacCabe. 

By Order, &c. 

John J. Dodd, Esq., Sobcitor, (signed) B. Banks, Secretary. 

Wicklow. 



— No. 39. — 

Report of Dr. MacCabe, Local Government Inspector, to the Local Government 
Board. 

Dublin, 4 August 1882. 

I H.VVE tlie honour to stale that, acting on tlie instructions contained “7"® 
i letter of the 20th of July, I held on the 1st instant in the board-room ot Bat - 

;i drum Workhouse, an inquiry into the validity of the nomination of 

I the elected guardian returned at the last annual election to represent the 
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Division of Killiskey in Rathdrum Union, and into the validity of the several 
votes recorded for Mr. Crofton, regarding wliich questions had been raised by 
Mr. Gaskin, who had also been a can<lidate for the representation of the 
KiilRkey Electoral Division. 

In transmitting herewith the minutes of evidence taken at the inquiry, I beg 
to observe that the inquiry itself necessarily assumed the form of a discussion as 
to the validity of the votes, the legal representatives of Mr. Crofton and 
Mr. Gaskin taking part in such discussion, and tliat a great deal that passed at 
tlie incjuiry could not be recorded and forwarded to the Local Government Board 
in tiie form of sworn evidence. In presenting my report, I am therefore obliged 
occasionally to submit tlie conclusions at which I arrived, referring to the notes 
of evidence and to documents bearing upon the several objections as I proceed, 
and to ask the Local Government Board to consider the report, tlie evidence, and 
tlie documents as tbe matcriaU from which it is to be hoped they will be able to 
form their conclusions respecting the issues involved in the inquiry. Wherever 
in the minutes of evidence I have summarised the substance of an objection, as, 
for instance, under the head of the fourth objection, the summary placed on 
record has been acknowledged by the professional representatives of the candi- 
dates to have their concurrence. 

It is also desirable to remark that, in conducting the inquiry, 1 felt bound to 
assume that Mr. Crolton had been legally returned, and to throw the onus of 
proof to tlie contrary on Mr. Gaskin through his legal representative. I departed 
from this course with regard to the first objection only, as it was obviously more 
convenient (Colonel Atkinson being in attendance) to call him to prove the 
validity of tlie nomination. With respect to all the other objections, it is proper 
to add that the course I felt constrained to adopt placed Mr. Gaskin in a 
difficult [losition, as some witnesses wlio could have given important evidence 
resided beyond the distmee within which an inspector’s suramop could compel 
attendance, and some witnesses duly summoned on his behalf failed to attend. 

I have classified Mr. Gaskin’s objections, as set forth in his letter of the /tb of 
Julv last, under the objections numbered from No. 1 to No. 10, and except to 
the' objection respecting the validity of the nomination, I now beg to report upon 
them in the same order : — 

Objection No. 1.— Validity of the Nomination. 

I have to report that the nomination was valid ; Colonel Atkinson stated, on 
oath, that the nomination paper was signed by him. 

Objections Nos. 2 and 5. — Number of Pro.xy Votes allowed by the Returning 
Officer. 

JS'o. 2.— It is acknowledged by the returning officer, and not questioned on 
behalf of either candidate, that 'the number of proxy vote^ returned on the 
poll-sheet opposite the names given ought to be as follows : 

(3.) Henry P. Truell 
(4.) Wm. W. F. Dick 
(5.) John T. Evans Boyd - 
(6.) Thomas Boyd 
(7.) Robert H. Truell 
(8.) Rev. Wm. Truell 
(9.} Edward Atkinson 
(12.) C. R. D. Cunningham 
(13.) George Crofton - 
(14.) Rev. J. M. Drought - 



(lO.J Rev. J. J. Bail - 
(11.) Mr. ilacCormack 
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Votes. 

- 6 

- 4 



- 8 
- 4 



34 

■ 5 (doubtful and questioned). 
• 6 

11+34=45 



In 
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In resoect of these 10 proxies it may be concluiled that the original decision 
of tt Turning officer, by tvhich he allowed them or votes, was erroneous, and 
that the number which ought to have been allowed is 34. 

No 6 -With regard to the proxy votes of (No. W oil Poll-sheet) the Rev. 
John G B>.11, and (No. 11 on Polhsheet) \Ir. M J. MacCorniack the evidence 
is not conclusive. It is quite certain that the number ot votes origmnlly 
n a ti e Bev Mr Ball lumiely, 10, ought not, even if ho were entitled to 
;T;t tes to'^lm;e exceeded five.Lt on be^half of Mr. Gaskin it is 00 , , tended 
that he was not entitled to any proxy votes, m.asmii -h as he is a middle land- 
lord and pays to his superior landlord, Mr. MaeConnack, a rent equal to the 
wluation of the premises. In support of this couten lon, Mr. Wihon ,vas 
sworn and put in the letters 5u, 5i, which appe.ar to s how that the Rev. Mr. 
B ,11 occupies the position of receiver of rents, so far at least as Mi. Wilson is 
concerned If the Rev. Mr. Ball, as he claims, has a proHt rent, he would 
appear to be entitled to not more than three votes, on the difference between 
?he rent receivable and tlie rent payable by l.im to Mr. MacCormack. On 
Examination of the Forms B 1, referring to the respective claims of the Rev. 

T G Ball and Mr M. J MacCormack, I am quite unable to undeistaiid the 
original decision of the returning ofBcer as to tl.e votes allowed in these cases. 

The Rev. Mr. Ball’s proxy appointment, it will be obseived, is at variance 
with his letters to the tenant'(letters to Mr. Wilson, B.), because he states m the 
appointment that he pays no rent. If he pays no rent .\ r MacCormack s 
proxy appointment is incorrect as regards the particulars inserted respecting tiie 
Rev Mr. Ball, and on the other hand, the particulars ot rent receivable Irom 
the Rev Mr Ball, as given liy Mr. MacCormack, confirm the statement m the 
letters addressed by the Rev, Mr. Ball to the tenant, Mr. Wilson. 

Objection No, 3.— Proxy Votes ot Messrs. Dick, Cunningliame, and Dr. Ball. 

I have to report that the objections are well founded, and the necKSary cor- 
rections are made under the head of Objections 2 and 3 (Examination of the 
Proxy Votes). 

Objection No. 4.— Proxy Papers irregularly Signed. 

Tlie value of this objection can be estimated on examination of the two 
voting papers ! forward herewith. 

It appears to me that the voting papers contain all the essential particular 
and are valid. The objection really amounts to this, that the particular 
entered on the left side of the voting paper ought to have been inserted on tlie 
right, under the signature of the proxy. 



Objection No. 6. — Proxy Vote of John P. Evans Boyd. 

The cWm to vote is in the name of John T. Evans Boyd ; the voting paper 
states the voter to be John P. Evans Boyd, Both papers herewith. 

Objection No. 7.— Two Proxy Votes in name of Boyd. 

Proxy votes were recorded in favour of Mr. Crofton by Dr. 
appointments made by J. T. Evans Boyd and Thomas Boyd, both o 
Ross. These claims profess to be based upon ^^freeholds on 
Tottenham’s property. Colonel Tottenham was proved to have been emy 
summone<l, and his letter acknowledges the receipt of the summons, 
deeds granting the "rent-charges’’ (Colonel Tottenham s letter) o 
Tottenham, in his letter, says he thinks were executed in 1879- The veturm o 
officer allowed the claims on Dr. Truell’s statement, but they did not appear 
uniil just before the recent election ; the names are not on the rate-boo . 
Mr. M. Reilly, on whose holding the Thomas Boyd claim appears to he charge , 
swore ihat lie pays his rent to Colonel Tottenham, that he knows nothing 
either of the Boyds, and that he never paid them any rent. In the absence 
the Boyds and of Colonel Tottenham, the Local Government Board wiU 6 
good as to decide whether these votes ought to have been allowed. 
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Objection No. 8.— ‘N'oting paper of W. W. F. Dick. 

The objection in this case, as set forth in Mr. Gaskin’s letter, is that the 
proxy vote is for “ Mr. R Dick,” the claim being by ‘•'William Wentworth 

Fitzwilliam Dick.” . , 

I forward the appointment and voting pa]:er herewith; the. voting pnper is 
hlled in “ W'. R Dick, Esq., not “Mr. F. Dick.” 

Objection No. 9. — ^To the Occupier Votes of C. W . Richards and 
Captain W'elsh. 

Mr. \V. Richards failed to attemi although duly summoned, and by his 

note acknowledges receipt of summons. , x • • ii 

Botii i.r the 'claims (C. \V. Richanls and Ricliai il 1. Welslii, wcic origmall) 
made under Section 110 of the Parliamentary Voters Act, and the names nere 

inserted on the lOtliMarcii 1882. 

Caotain 'IVelsh’s claim appears to be valid, as ne is in occupation ot the 
heldiiig out of ivhidi he claims, and swears he is liable for the occupier s pro- 

'"'di° Trucll’s evidence affords all the information elicited as to Mr. llichard s 
clflim. 

Objection Ko. 10.— Voting Paiiers not issued to Rated Occupiers. 

The reluming officer admits that Michael Cooney, rated at 
entitled to a voting paper, and that it was an oversigln on his pait not to have 

Urn e^r^lS Moran, he says the nUing is on the representatives of 
Fllen Momn ” and that no iiidiviilual claimed to he rated. . . i 

oL?se Jpbrainer-s valuation is under 4 h, and the immediate lessor is rated 

"M'Z'cam'tu ifmted joiiitlv evith two others fora holding valued .at 
, 1 / rs.. mM^o!hig,'apers :iverc-not issued to any person m respect of that 

'“’’‘''■'S' lliave,ltc._ 

(signed) F. A. yiacCtthe, 

The Secretary, Local Government Inspector. 

Local Government Board for Ireland. 



Enclosure 1, in No- .*19. 
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Mr. ,T. Gaskin’s Odjections. 

, • V 1 1 tst^tGfl • I am the i-eturmng officer. 

Mr, Bernard Manning Imving been dMy = o™.' Jed bv Colonel Atkinson. 

IVlien I received the nomination paper, I believ cd it to Bo Agneo oj 

Lieut.-Colonel jSrficard Atkinson having been duly sworn, -stated ; The signature 0 
the nomination paper is in ray own handwriting. , i 

(signed) £• Atliinson> Lieut.-ColoneU 

Swora before me, this 1st daj- of Augu^t. 

(signed) F- ISlaeCaie. 

2 Objection to Pboxy Votes. 

tained that Dr. TnieU is entitled to siv votes. 

four votes. John 

^ 7* 
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John 'I'. Hvms Bond, Two Votes.— .Tolm T. Evans Boyd, if entitled to appoint a pro jy 
■would be entitled (o two votes. 

TfiouMi Bond, Two Votes.— Thomas Boyd’s case stands on exactly the same footing, 
two votes. 

Bohert JI. Trvell, Two Votes.- Colonel Tmell’s case is in-ecisely similar to the other 
two, two votes. 

Rev. }Vm. Trnell, Throe Votes.— Rev. Win. Truell is credited with six votes, and he 
ought only to have three. 

Colonel Edicard Atkinson, Si.x Votes.— In Colonel Atkinson’s case I have recorded 12 
votes, and he ought only to have six. 

The Rev. John G. Bnll, Five Votes. — Tiie Rev. John G. Ball is credited with 
10 votes, and ought only to have live. (Ohjected to altogether. See 
Evidence under No- 6.) 

M. J. McCormack, SixVotes.— In Mr. McCormack’s case six votes is, in my opinion, 
correct. (-Se-? also Objection No. 6, Dr. Ball’s case.) 

C. R. 1>. J. Cuntiinghiimn, Four Votes. Mr. Cunninghaino ought only to have four 
votes. The valuation is 146 1. odd. 

Mr. George Crofton, Three Votes — In Mr. Crofton’s case the number of votes is correct : 
three votes. 

Rev. G. M. Drought, Two Votes.— The vote is correct; two votes. 



Tjukd Omjkction. 

(Disposed of under examination of proxy votes; it is well founded.) 



Fourth Objection. 

The ohjection under tills head is, in effect, that although the voting jiajier put in by 
the proxy contains, substantially, the particulars required by the Act of Parliament, 
those particulars are not inserted in the right place, as evidenced by the marked paper 
herewith. 

i’lFTix Objection. — Dr. Balls’s Case. 

Mr. M'iUiam having been duly sworn, stated, the letters produced I received 

from Dr. Ball ; they are in his handwriting (marked No. 5 a and A). 

On behalf of j\Ir. Crofton it is objected that the date of the letters is prior to the date 
of the election. 

IMr. B. Manning (continued on No. 5 Objection). Dr. Ball claims a profit rent of 
28H. 5 s. -0 d. as a landlord upon a property valued at 182 /. according to the claim. 
Dr. Ball claims, as landlord, on a property valued at 182 /. I was satisfied as to the 
validity of that claim. In Mr. M'Corraack’s claim there are two townlands which do not 
appear in Dr. Ball’s claim, valued at 49 Z. 5 s. (CaiTicknamuck, Lower and Upper). Mr. 
M'Cormack also claims as a landlord; Mr. M'Cormack claims as superior landlord; Dr. 
Ball claims as landlord intennediate between Mr. M'Cormack and the tenant occupiers 
for the other two townlands (Courtfoyle and Cullenmore). 

(The contention on behalf of Mr. Gaskin is, that Dr. Ball is not entitled to any vote, 
even if, as stated by Mr. Maiming in Ins evidence, he receives a pi-olit rent, because the 
rent he pays to Mr. M'Cormuck in itself is a sum equivalent to the valuation of the pro- 
perty in respect of wliicli these claims arise, and it is to prove this that letters 5 a and h 
are put in.) 

Under this head no fonual objection is made to Mr. M'Cormack’s votes. 

Sixth Objection. — John P. Evans Boyd, the claim being John T. Evans Boyd. 

Paper foi’wnrded herewith. 



Seventh Objection. — Two Proxy Votes in Name of Boyd. 

Denis U illium hloran liavigg been duly sworn, proved the service of the summons on 
Colonel Tottenham’s butler yesterday, the 31st July 1882, at -five minutes past 12 o’clock, 
at Colonel Tottenham’s hall-door (a letter of apology sent by post awaited the inspector 
when he took his .seat at the Inquiry). 

Mr. B. Manning, continued. — When I allowed those two Boyd proxy votes I did it 
entirely on the statement of Dr. Truell. They did not appear before the present election; 
their names do not appear on the rate books. 

Mr. Michael 
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Mr. Michael Reilly having been duly sworn, stated,— I live in the Electoral Division of 
Killiskey, Out, and pay Colonel Tottenhi.m, who is niy landlord. 1 know nothing of .1 ohn 
T. Evans Boyd and Thuiiias Boyd, and I never i>aid them any rent (the claim professe.' 
to be out of ihis tenant’s holding). 

(signed) M'ichnel Reilly. 

Sworn before me, this 1st clay of August 1882. 

(signed) F. MacCuhe. 



EiGtiTii Objection. — Voting Paper of \V. W . P. Diok. 
Evidence herewith in two documents, marked Eighth Olijection. 



Ninth Objection.— C. V’. Kichard's and Captain Walsh’s ^'otc5. 

Jlr D. E- Moran, already sworn, proved tlie service on Mr. Richards, at Dr. iruell’s 
house. 

Mr B Manninf) — Thc'’e are rated occu[iiers on the rate hooks named C. V . Richards 
and Richard T. Walsh ; they were put on on the 10th March 1882. Claims in writing 
were put in under the 110th section of the Parliamentary Voters’ Act,_ and on those 
claims their names were inserted. So far as Captain Walsh is concerned, it is within my 
knowledge that he has a residence at the place in respect ot whudi he claims. As to 
Jlr. Richards, I have no knowledg.- except through Dr. frucll, whose statement satishL-d 

the guardians. , t-.- i i i • 

Dr. II. B. TrueV, M.B., having been duly sworn, stated, —I know C. u . Richards ; he is 
a tenant of .nine for lamb in Killiskey, since early In February 1SS2 ; tliere is no ivnttcn 
document : he has not iiaid any rent vet; it is not due ; he has not yet paid aii% rate, rate 
notbeinf^yetdiic. There is a caretaker there, put in long since by mysclt, but now 
cmnloveri by Mr. Richards. Ur. C. W. Richards has cattle there since cadv m March. 
I gave him possession of the land in Fobvuavy ; he is my wife’s nephew, lie v.ul pa^ 
the usual tenant’s proportion of the rates. I have ]>aid the rate last struck, viz.un .J une;, 
in AiH^u.st, in the oalinary course; the next rate which would become i>ayable would lie- 
rate sti-uck in .Tune 1882,’ I having paid all the rate? due up to June. 

(signed) JJ. P- Tri/ell. 

Sworn before me, this 1st day of August 1882. _ , , 

(signed) F. MacCave. 

Captain Richard T. 1) having been duly sworn, stated,— I am a rated uccupier. I 
expressed a wish to Dr. Truell to be put on ; I hold from Dr. Truell,_ under lease, and 
I am liable to pav the tenant’s proportion of jioor-rate. My rent is 52 I. 10 s. I have 
been in possession since September 1880 of the house; of the lands since Jlarch 1881. 
By arrangement Dr. Truell pays the taxes, hut I recoup him. The first tax I repaid is in 
May 1882. 

(signed) Richard T. IVckh. 



Sworn befoi'e me, this 1st day of August 1882. 



(signed) F. MacCahe. 



Tenth Objection.— Non-issue of Voting Papers. 

Mr. Mannin.’ contmued,— With regard to “ Ellen Moran,” the entry on the rate-book 
is representatives of “ Ellen Moran,” and no claim was made. 

“ M. Cooney.” I can find Michael Cooney valued at 12 /. He was entitled to a 

voting paper. i i 

“ George McGrainger ” is rated under -i I- The immediate les.sor was rated. 

“ John Campbell ” is rated jointly with two others for a holding valued at 11 1. 6 s. 
Voting papers were not issued to any person in respect of that holding. 

(signed) B. Manniuy, 

Returning Officer. 

Sworn before me, let day of Aaguet 1882. 

Mr. Manning’s signature here refers to all the evidenoe given by him under the 
separate heads of objection. 
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Enclosure 2, in No. 39. 

(S-i.') 

The liectory, St. Katiierine’!?, Killybeg.?, 
Dear Sir, ^ September 1881. 

I H evE been looking over my accounts with tlic Coiirtfoylc tenants, and as I wish to 
give tiiem all correct receipts for all remittances made to me since I became receiver, I 
would feel obliged if yon will kindly send me the receipts I gave you for nine pauiidi sent 
me on the 16th°Seplember ISSO, and also for sia- pounds sent me in October 1880. You 
may deiicnd on inv retuniing them to yon punctually. May make as ranch haste as 
possible in maklrar ms another remittance, for I am in need after having paid 94 1. 11 1 . 8 d. 
to Mr. John Jlills, the agent of the head landlord, Ins half-year’s rent due on the 1st 
May la.st, five weeks later than the 2oth March 1881, when your last half-year became 
due. Please lot me hear from you by return of post, and oblige. 

Your Landlord and wcll-wislicr, 

(signed) J^n/m (r. Ball- 



(5 b.) 



The Rectory, St. Katherine’s, Killybegs, 
Dear Sir, 22 August 1881. 

On Saturday 1 duly expected to.hear from you, ivith vouv half-year’s rent, for whicii 
you I’efused to give me a bank bill, when we met at Mr. Byrne’s last inoutli, stating tliat 
you would give me the ws/i before this date. I believed you, and you have deceived 
aud disappointed me. I have since received a letter from Mr. iMills, the agent of the 
chief landlord, calling on me for 94 /. 11 s. 8 (/., aud that sum I must pay, whether you 
pay me or not. It is, however, felt by me to be a great hardship. 1, therefore, write 
to inform vou that. I am detenninecl not to lower your rent one shilling. If you do not 
wish to pVy it, you need only tell me so, and give me possession of your holding, for 
lono’er I cannot submit to pay a heavy chief rent for you, and then be forced to wait for 
your payments until you ijlcasc to pay me. Tins can no lunger be the case. You must 
either pay in proper time or cease to be my tenant, or (I should rather say) the tenant of 
the landlord for whom I collect the rents. 

I have no more now to say, but to act when there appears to be no consideration 
for 



Mr. W. "Wilson, Courtfoyle. 



Yours, &c. 

(signed) Jo/171 Cr. BaU. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 39. 

Sir, Ballycurry, 31 July 1882. 

T/.u afterjiopn I vccelved a summons signed by you requiring nie to appear at the 
board-room of the Eatlidrum Union Workhouse, Rathdriun, at 11 o’clock a.m. fo-worroir, 
to answer questions and produce papers. The notice is so short, and the requisition to 
produce documents of such a nature as to make compliance with the summous impossible. 
It seems strange that it should not have been sent me before. I am suffering temporarily 
from a complaint on my throat which prevents me dressing myself properly, and I beg, 
therefore, you will kindly excuse my attendance for the present. 

The deeds granting the rent -charges respectively to J, T. E. Boyd and Thomas Boyd 
are naturally in possession of the grantees. They were executed (I think) in January 
1879, and can no doubt be produced by the grantees, if asked for. 

Pennit me to e:q^>ress uiy regret at being unable to comply with your summons for the- 
moment, but that I hope, should you appoint a future day, to be able to attend and .give 
you any information in my power, though I cannot undertake to get papers which properly 
belong to the grantees. 

May I also venture to request that in any futiu-e summons you will kindly give me as 
long a notice as possible, as my time is much engaged, and I cannot give up engage- 
ments previously formed without inconvenience, whicli I feel sure it is not your vvish to 
cause. 

I am, &c. 

P. MacCabe, Esq. (signed) Ckaj'^cs G. Tottenham, 

Colonel. 
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Copy of Summons. 



To Colonel Charles G. Toltenliam, d.l., of BallyciUTV, County 'Wioklow. 



rcKSUAXT to the nowcra given by nn Act ]Msaetl in tlio Elcvciith year of tlie reign of 
Her Dicsent Miiieatv, Queen Victoria, entitled, “ Aft Jet la itrarulc fai- I/a' mcMtaii a, 
l/,e Laics fill' ReUrfof the Poor in Irelimil ; ' imd by an Act passed in the I ifteentli year 
of Her said Jlaiesty 'la procide far I he heller IHsh /Intmn, Happort ami Mananemellt of 
Medkai ChantL in Ireland ; ami an Act passed in the Thirty-second year of Her said 



Maieaty, entitled sl« Act to ertend the Poieers of Poor Low Inspectors and Medical 
Jiuiectors ill Ireland-, " and also by an Act passed in tile rimty-ritth year of the reign 
.. -» r. • -A.. «< .1 n, i ,-f /,> ni.ipm} the I. flit: rel'itiiiff to I he Local (-inverivnent of 



of Her Majesty, entitled “ -'In Act to amend the l.nn: relathuj to the Local Gnvenment of 

Totons and Popiiliiiis Places in Ireland. ' ■ il 1 .1 - o,.i of th . 



Th«e are to require you personally to appear before me, in llie hoard-room of the 
Rathdmin Union Wovlihoiise, Rathdnuii. on liiesdny the 1st day of -Vugiist 1SS-, at 
11 o’clock in the forenoon, to ansivcr tipoti oatli, or othenvise, such questions ns shall ,je 
put to you upon any matter connected lylth tlie objects or purposes or the cxeeuUon ot 
the Iirovlsloiis of the said Acts, or any ot them, or ot the Sanitary sVet, 1806. 

Sod von are liorehv reouired to bring ivith you all papers, ilocuments, and receip..- 



And vou are liorehy required to hring ivith yoii all papers tlocuments, and .■eceip,.. 
relating to the iciit-chaigcs claimed by John 1. Evans iioyd and riiouias Boyd out ot 



Ba'lilimliinch, lu your possession or prociircraent. 
Herein fail not, as you shall answer at your pent. 



Given under my Hand and Seal, at Bootcrslmvu, County 
Dublin, this 25th day of July, One thousand Light 



himdred and Eighty-two. 



F. MacCuhe, 

Local Govermneut Inspector. 



Enclosure -4, in No. JD. 



Clonmannoii, 31 July 1882. 

In reiily to your notice I regret a i.revlons appointment prevents my attending to-mor- 
roiv’s meeting I am sure Dr. Triiell will be able to answer any questions relating to 
my holding at Ballylicnvy. 

(signed) Charles ll'y/t. [ticlifuds. 



Copv of Summons. 



To Christopher IE. Eieliards, Esq., of Clonmannoii, County IVieklow. 



PUHSUAKT to the po^rs givcm,by ^ pay^ “ 

of Towns and Popiiliios Places m J"'™''- . . tp,, b„avd-room of the 

These are to reqiure you personallj to api^eai , \uaust 1882, at 

Eathdram Union Woikhouse, Eathdrmii, on ‘4,, qnesfions as shall 

eleven o’clock in the forenoon, to answer ni;on purnoses^r the o.veention 

rel^r/oJrX^I IX^at’ pL’e'sLior procurement. 
Herein fail not, as you shall answer at yom peril. 



GlTCn 'under my Hand and Seal, at Booteiyown, County. 
Dublin, this 25th day of July, One thousand Eight 
Hundred and Eighty-two. 



F. JfacCabe, 

Local Government Inspector. 
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— No. dO. — 

Letter from Local Governnieiit Board to Dr. MacCabe. Local Govenim -nt 
Inspector. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, S August 1882. 

I AM directed bv tbe Local Government Board for Ir.daiid to acknowledge 
the receipt of your Report of the 4th iiistant, relatit>g lo the inquiry held by you 
on tlae 1st instant into the late election of a guardi-iii for the Killiskey Electoral 
Division uf the Rathdrmn Union. 

By Order, &c. 

Dr. MacCabe, (signed) //’. D. Wodmorth, 

Local Government Inspecfor. Assistant Secretary. 



— ' No. 41. — 

Letter from Local Government Board to Mr. Gankin. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 14 August 1882. 

The I.ocal Government Board fur Irelund have had under their consideration 
the Repot to!' their inspecfor, Dr. MacCabe, with the evicRnce taken by him at the 
inquirv wliicli he held on tlie 1st instant, into the validity of the nomination of 
Mr. Crofton as a candidate fur the office of guardian for the electoral division of 
Killiskey, i'l the Ratlulrum Union, at the annual election in the month of March 
last, and into the validity of the several votes wliieli have Ibrmed the subject of 
correspondence with you. 

In regai’il to the validity of Mr. Crofton’s nomination, which was objected to 
on the ground that the nomination paper was not signed in the proper hand- 
writing of Ctdonel Atkinson, who is mentioned as the nominator, it appears that 
the objection is not well founded, and that the nomination is valid. Colonel 
Atkinson having stated on oath that the signature to the nomination j>aper is in 
his own handwriting. 

M'ith reference to the validity of the votes referred to, the first objection 
appears to be that the number of votes recorded in re?j)ectof property and proxy 
claims was in excess of the proper number, and this objection appears to have 
been sustaitied. The following statement shows the number of sucli votes which 
were recoided by the returning officer for Mr. Crofton, and the reduced number 
which he now admits to be the true number which ought to have been recorded. 



(Column 1.) 


[ (Column 2.) ! 


(Column 3.) 


(Column 4.) i 


(Column 5.) 


Name of Lanillorcl. 


Name of Proxy. 


Number of 
Votes 
Allowed. 


Number of i 
Votes j 

(hat ought to 
have been 
Allowed. 


Excess of 
proper 
Number of 
Votes 
Allowed. 


Hrfry P. Tmell 




12 


G 


C 


Wm. W. F. Dick 


Henry P. Truell - 


8 


4 


4 


John J. Erana Boyd . - - 


• ditto - - - - 


4 


3 


2 


Thomas Boyd - 


- ditto . . _ . 


4 


3 : 


2 


Robt. H, Trnell - . . - 


- ditto - - - - 


4 


2 


2 


Rev. Wm. Ti'uell 


- ditto . - - . 


0 


3 


3 


Edwd. Atkinson - 


- ditto - 


12 


0 


G 


Rev. John G. B..11 - 


- ditto - 


1 


5 


5 


M. J. M'Cormack . - _ 


- ditto - 


i 

i 6 


0 


— 


C. R. D. Gun-('unniusliain 


• ditto - 


12 


4 


8 


Geo. Crofton .... 


. 


3 


3 


_ 


Rev. G. M. Drought - - . 


- - - - 


2 


2 


- 






83 


. 45 


38 
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The above statement is based (m the nssumption that tlu‘ several parlies 
named tliercin were, duly entitled to vote to the e.xtent stated in Column 4, but 
ihi'ther objections are mrsde in r: h-i-cucc to the votes of Mr. W. F. Dick, 
Mr. J. Evans Bov'd, Mr. Thomas Boyd, and the Rev, John G. Ball, which if 
sustained would render a furtlicr j ediiction in tlie number of votes recorded in 
the names of those j^enttemen necessary. 

1. Mr. Dick'sCase.— The pariicalaro'.ijeetions in this ease are timt the voting 
pa))er signed l»y Mr. Truell. as proxy for .Mr. Dick, i.s not jn-uperly executed, the 
proxv no; having stated under liis signatur-' the name of the person for -Ahom 
Ik* is proxy ; and further, that the claim to vote being in the name of Mhlliam 
M’entworth i itZ"iUia'.n Dick, the name in the voting paper is Mr. F. Dick. 

The Board do not tiiink that these o!)jeclions arc sustained, for although the 
directions for executing the voting paper, which are printed uu the face of tlie 
paper, state that when a proxy votes he is to state under his signature the 
namc of the person Cor whom he is proxy, there is no regulation to that effect, 
the Regulation (.Vriicle of the General Election Order) merely requiring that 
the proxy shall stale on the voting paper the name of the person for whom he 
is proxy, but d oe.s not specify the posiuon in which the name is to be placed. 
The name oi' the person by \\lioin the proxy is given, which is stated on 
the face of the voting paper, is not, as alleged in the objection, “ Mr. F. 
Dick,” l)Ut “ W. F. Dick, Esq., of Huinewood,” and this appears to be 
sufficient. 

2. Mr. J. Evans Boyd. — There are two objections in this case; the first is 
that tlie proxy is given by J. T. Evans Boyd, but the name stated by the 
proxy oil tlie voting paper is J. B. Evans Boyd; the second objection i.>^ 
that two persons of the name of Boyd have claime;! to vote out of the 
same interest, which has no legal foundation, and that they are not liable to 
poor rate. 

As to the first pan of the objevtioit, the Board do not regard it tfs material, 
but the Board d > not think that it has been shown that Mr. Boyd has the right 
to vote which he claims; the claim to vote is made in respect of freehold 
houses ami hinds in the townland of Ballinahinch, and the names of tenants by 
whom ])Oor rate is deducted from the rent are given ; but one of these tenants 
swears that he pays Colonel Tottenham, who is his landlord, and that he does 
not know anvthing of Mr. Boyd, and nev'er paid him any rent. Colonel 
Tottenham, who was summoned, but did not attend ihe inquiry, has in a letter 
to Dr. MacCabe described Mr. Boyd's interest as a “ Rent-charge,” but there is 
nothing to show that this rent-charge is liable to deduction on account of pour 
rate, aiid on the whole, and in the absence of more specific information us to 
the rent-charge referred to, the Hoard are of opinion that there is not sufficient 
evidence to support the cluim, and that ihe two votes chunn d ought not to be 
allowed. 

.3. Mr. Thomas Boyd. — The circumstances of this case are the same as those 
of the second tjbjeetion in ihe preceding case, and the two votes allowed to 
Mr. Thomas Boyd should, therefore, be rejected. 

4. The Rev. John G. Ball.— The objection is, that the Rev. Dr. Ball, who 
claims in respect of rents received, pays a head rent which is greater than the 
valuation, and that the person to whom he pays the rent has been allowed xote> 
in respect of it, and the Board understand from Dr. MacCabe that it is con- 
tendeii that Mr. Ball was not entitled to any proxy votes, inasmuch as he is a 
middle landlord, and pays to his superior landlord, Mr. McCormick, ^ 
equal to the valuation ; this, however, is not a correct view of the case; a land- 
lord who both receives and pars rent is entitled to vote in respect of the amount 
of rent received and retained unless that amount is greater than the valuation 
of the jiroperty, in which case his right to vote is limited by the 18th secdon of 
the 25 & 26 Viet. c. 83. to the amount of the valuation. 

Mr. Ball’s claim to vote is made in respect of property which, according to 
the statement in the claim, is valued at 182 and for which lie receives rent? 
amounting to 281 /. 5 5 (I, but pays no rent. This latter statement (tiiat he 

pays no rent) is said to be inaccurate, and a claim to vote, which has been 
lodged bv Mr. McCormack, the head landlord, states that he receives rent from 
the Rev.'Mr. Ball, amounting to 189 /. 3 j. 4 (L, and the accuracy of this state- 

17. U 4 
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• I, tivn letters addressed by Mr. Ball to one of the tenants, 

mentrsborn l>e refers to the fact of his baring 

m August and Septera^ rent (04 I 11s. 8 d.) to the head lancb 

torT “ Imbe questionable whether Mr. Ball’s claim to vote is not void on 
accLn of the omission of one of the particulars winch the Act of Parhamen 
account or namely the amount of rent p,ayables but independently of 

I'm it ap^ elicited at the Inquiry, that Mn Ball cannot be 

, .^iVtlcd to^vote in respect of a greater amount than 02 1. 2 ,r. 1 d., which appears 

™uW give Lee votes only, and accordingly two votes should be struck off the 
mZbef entered against MV. Ball’s name in the above statement. 

No evidence ani ears to have been gb en to aftect Mr. McCoi macks claim. 

TiL cc^LLLmtes of Captain IValh and M r. C. W Richards were objected, 
on the ground that they are not in the rate book, and have no property in the 
Lcto.al division, and do not pay any rates. It appears bat the names of these 
two gentlemen were not inserted in the rate book at the tune t >e r,ite was 
siirned, but that having claimed to be rated in pursuance of the 1 lOth Section 
of the Parliamentary Voters’ Act, their names were nisertcd by order of the 
board of guardians on the lO.h of March last. Cainai.i Wa sh states that he 
has been in occupation of the rated premises since October 1880. and he ought 
to have been inserted in the rate book when the rate was made, and tlie sub- 
sequent insertion of his name in accordance with the Paidiamentaiy A oters 
Act appears to have been quite correct. In the case of Mr. Richards, however, 
it appears that he did not become the tenant of the lands until hebruary last, 
the rate haviiw been made some months previously, and under these circum- 
stanees the Bo°ard think that, as he was not in occupation at the time the rate 
was made, the votes lecorded for him should be disallowed. 

Ill regard to the vatecl occupiers who did not, it is stated, receive voting 
viz Ellen Moron, Michael Cooney, George McGrainer, and .lolin Cniiipbell, 
it .appear? that Ellen Moran is not rated, the entry in the rate-hook being 
“ Representatives of Ellen .Moran.” The immediate lessor is rated m the cose 
of George McGrainer; and John Campbell is rated jointly with others for a 
holiliug valued at 1 1 (. 5 s., bat no voting paper was issued in this case or m 
that of George Cooney. It is to be observed, however, that persons entitled to 
vote who did not receive voting papers might have, obtained them by applying 
to the returning officer in the mannei- provided by the 29th Article ot the 
Election Order. , , , 

The genernl result of the above statement in regard to the votes recorded tor 
Mr. Croftoii appears to be as follows: — 



1. Number of Votes recorded in respect of property nnd proxy 

cliiims in excess of the mimbcr that should have been 
recorded according to the statements in the claims - 

2. Deduct Votes of Mr. J. E. Boyd and Mr. Edward Boyd, 

their right to vole not being established - - - - 

3. Deduct two of the five votes recorded for the Reverend 

Mr. Ball 

4. Deduct occupation votes of Mr. Richards (valuation 81 1.) - 



38 

4 

2 

3 



According to the relurn made by the returning officer, Mr. Crofton obtained 
1 la votes, and Mr. Gaskin 7& votes, tlius showing a majority of 40 votes for 
Mr. Crofton ; but deducting the above 47 votes, Mr. Crofton did not obtain a 
majority of valid voles, and was consequently not duly elected. 

The Board will therefore issue an order declaring that Mr. Crotton -was not 
oaly elected, and providing fur a new election. 

By Order, &c. 

Jolni Gaskin, Esq. (signed) B. Banhs, 

Secretary. 
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— No. 42. — 

Letter from Local Government Boiivd to Mr. Cn^ton. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
glj. 14 August 1882- 

\ViTH refei’ence to previous correspondence relative to tLe late election of a 
cuarcUan for the Killiskey Electoral Division of the Ratbdrum Union, and the 
subsequent inquiry held by Dr. MacCabe as to the validity of your nomination 
as guardian for that dividoii, the Local Government Board for Ireland transmit 
to you herewith a copy of a letter* which they liave this day addressed to Mr. 
Gaskin on the subject, from which you will perceive that the Board have arrived 
at the conclusion that you did not obtain a majority of valid votes, and that you 
were not duly elected, and that a new election will be ordered. 

By Order, See. 

G Crofion, Esq., (signed) W. D. Wod^icorth, 

Inchmappa, Ratbdrum. Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 43. — 

Letter from Local Government Board to the Clerk and Returning Officer. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
glj. 14 August 1882. 

The Local Govei-nment Board for Ireland forward to you herewith a copy of 
a letter* which they have this day addressed to Mr. Gaskin on the subject of the 
inquirv recentlv held by Dr. MacCabe into the objections raised to your return 
of Mr * Crofton "as the guardian elected for Killiskey Electoral Division of Rath- 
drum Union; and the Board at the same time forward to you the sever^ 
original documents which accompanied Dr. JIacCabe’s report, a list of which 

YoTwdll see from the enclosed letter that the Board have arrived at the con- 
clusion that Mr. Crofton did not obtain a majority of valid votes, and was not 

duly elected, and that an order for a new election will be issued. ^ 

In making this communication to you the 13oard cannot avoid expressing 
their regret that after having acted for so many years as returning officer, 
vou should have exhibited such ignorance of the lavv governing the election 
of poor law' guardians; and the Board trust that what has occurred will cause 
you to discharge your duties as returning officer more correctly, and with greater 

efficiency in future. ^ , 

^ Bv Order, &c. 

(signed) IV. D. Wodmeorth, 

The Clerk and Returning Officer, Assistant Secretary. 

Rrithdrum Union. 



— No. 44. — 

Letter from Local Government Board to Dr. MacCahe. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
Sir, 14 August 1882. ^ 

With reference to yom- report of the 4th instant, relative to the inquiry Hem 
bv TOU into the valiclitj' of the nomination of Mr. Crofton bs a candidate for tlie 
office of euardian for the Killiskey Electoral Division of the Rathdium Dnion 
at the annual election in the month of March last and into 
several votes recorded for Mr. Crofton, the Local Government Bo^dfor IrelMfl 
fonvard, for your information, a copy of ktter* which they have this da^ 
addressed to Mr. Gaskin on the subject, a copy of which has also 
i7. E 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



34 PAPERS RELATING TO 

municated to Mr. Crofton, to the returning officer, and to Mr. Dodd, as Mr. 
Gaskin’s solicitor. 

The original documents which accompanied your report have been returned, 
as requested. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed ) W. D. IVodsworth, 

Dr. MacCabe, Assistant Secretary* 

Local Government Inspector, Booterstown. 



— No. 45. — 



Letter from Mr. John J. Dodd to the Local Government Board. 

Sir, Wicklow, 7 August 1882. 

In reference to the claim of Mr. John Gaskin to be declai'ed the elected 
guardian for the Killiskey Division of the Rathdrum Union, and to the inquiry 
held by Doctor MacCabe, the Local Government Board Insytector, on the 
1st instant, I beg to call tiie attention of the Board to tlie prayer of the 
meraoricil addressed by Mr. Ga.skin to the Board on the 29th March last 
(Mr. Manning, the returning officer, having after the inquiry stated to me, as 
Mr. Gaskin’s solicitor, that in consequence of my not having claimed the seat 
for Mr. Gaskin that the Board would order a new election), in which it is 
specifically asked that the Board may be pleased to Iiave the matter then com- 
plained of inquired into, and Mr. Gaskin declared duly elected; and as I assume 
that the Board will see from Dr. MacCabe's report that Mr. Gaskin has a majority 
of legal votes, that he should now be declared duly elected, and not be put to the 
annoyance and expense of a new election. 

I have also on ijis behalf to ask the Boaid that he may be declared 
entitled as against the union or the district to his retisonable expenses 
incurred in bringing the matter before the Board, and attendant on the 
inquiry and expenses of witnesses. 

I have also on his behalf to ask tlie Board for a copy of Doctor Mac- 
Cabe’s report, with a view to ulterior proceedings, as some witnesses de- 
clined to attend the inquiry, though duly summoned and the service of the 
summons proved. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) John J. Dodd. 

Local Government Board. 



-- No. 46. — 



Letter from Local Government Board to Mr. Thomas J. Dodd. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 

8 August 1882. 

I AM directed by the Local Government Board for Ireland to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, relative to the recent inquiry 
regarding the^ election of a guardian for Killiskey Electoral Division in 
Rathdrum Union ; and I am to state that your communication will receive 
attention. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Secretary. 

Thomas J. Dodd, Esq., Solicitor, Wicklow. 
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— No. 47- — 

Letter from Local Government Bnarcl to Mr. John J. Dodd. 

Local Government Board, Dublin, 
gjj. 14 August 1882. 

With reference to your letter of tbe “th instant, relative to the late election 
of u ■Guardian for the KiDiskey Electoral Division of the Rathdnim Union, the 
Local Government Board for Ireland desire to state that, on consideration ot 
Dr. MacCabe’s Report, and on examining the evidence and documents which 
accompanied itjthey have arrived at tbe conclusion that Mr. Crofton did not obtain 
a majority of valid votes, and consequently was not duly elected, and that they 

intend to issue an order for a new election. 

In refervnce to Mr. Gaskin’s claim to be declared the elected guardian for 
Ki'lisbey Electoral Division, the Board do not think that they have any power 
to make sucli a declaration. 

The 88th Section of the Irish Poor Relief Act provides that every’ person 
returned by llie returning officer shall be deemed to be legally elected, and the 
only power viven to the Local Government Board in tbe matter is that con- 
tained in the 23rd Section of the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, which enables them if any 
question arise as to the right of any person to act as an elective guarduip, to 
inouire into the circumstances of the case, and to issue an order for deteranning 
the Question ; this provision is regarded by the Local Government Board as 
enablins: them to inquire into the right of any person to act, who has been 
returned ly the returning officer under the 88th Section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Act, hut not as enabling them to declare a ])erson to be elected who has 

not been returned in pursuance of that section. 

In reference to your request that Mr. Gaskin may be declared eutnled as 
ao’aiiist tbe union, or the district, to his reasonable expenses in bringing the 
inatter before the Local Government Board, am! attendant on the inquirys and ex- 
penses of witnesses, tbe Board will be prepared to consider under the Hth Section 
of tbe 1 Sc 2 Viet. o. 56, any’ claim for e.xpeuses which may be made by any 
witness who was duly summoned, but they do not think that they have any 
power to order the payment of Mr, Gaskin's expenses. , n >i n. i,o’= 

’ AVith reirard to your request to be furnished with a copy of Dr, MacCabe^ 
report, the Board liave to state that it is contrary to tlieir practice to furnish 
copies of their inspectors' reports, hut they enclose, for your information, a copy 
of a letter* which they have addressed to Mr. Gaskin, communicating the result 
of the iiinuirv, and the grounds of the decision in each case. , 

At the request of Dr. MacCabe, the Board forward to you two letters iron. 
the Eev. Mr. Ball to Mr. M'ilson, which weie produced at the inquiry. in x 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) TI~. D. odswoi’th, 

John J. Dodd, Esq., Solicitor, Assistant Secretary. 

Wicklow. 



— No. 48. — 

(No. 24,542—82.) 

(Order determining the Question of Right to act as Elective Guardian.) 

Rxthdbum Union. — fKilliskey Division.) 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Ratlidrum Union ; to the Returning 
Officer of the said Union ; and to all other Persons whom it may con- 
cem : 

Whereas, by a General Order under their Seal, bearing date the 
of January 1863, the Cororoissioners i'or Administering the Laws for Rebefotme 
Poor in Ireland, did prescribe Rules and Regulations for the conduct ot the 
Annual Election of Guardians of tbe Poor for tiie several unions in Ireland : 

17. B2 
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And whereas, in pursuance of the directions in the said Order, the returning 
officer appointed to conduct the. proceedings at the election of guardians for the 
vear ending the Twenty-fifth d<ay of March 1883, in the Rathdruin Union, duly 
Wde on the Twenty-seventh day of March last, a return of the said election ; 
and in the said return it was stated that George Crofton and John Gaskin 
haviu"- been put in nomination for the office of guardian for the KilHskey 
Electoral Division of the said union, the said George Crofton obtained a majority 
of votes at the said election, over and above the number of votes giy^n for the 
said John Gaskin, and Wcis elected the guardian for the said electoral division ; 
and wliereas a question thereafter arose as to the right of the said George 
Crofton to act ns elective guardian of tlie union, and we did thereupon inquire 
into the circumstances of the case, and did find that tlie said George Crofton 
did not obtain a majority of good and lawful votes in the said election, over and 
above the number of good and hiwful votes given for the said John Gaskin: 

Now therefore, for the purpose of determining the said question, we, the 
Local Government Board for Ji-eland, do hereby declare that the said George 
Crofton was not duly elected guardian for the said Killiskey Electoral Division, 
and is not entitled in pursuance of the said election to act as elective guardian 
of the Rathdrum Union, by reason whereof the office of guardian for the said 
Killiskey Electoral Division is vacant. 

Sealed with our Seal, this Seventeenth day of August, in the year 
of our Lord One thousand Eight hiuidred and Eighty-two. 

(signed) Henr\) Hohinson. 

Charles Croktr~Kiug. 

George Morris. 




— No. 49. — 

(No. 24,542—82.) 

(Order for an Election to supply a Vacancy in Office of Guardian.) 

Rathdrum Union. — (Killiskey Division.) 

To the Guardians of the Poor of ihe Rathdrum Union ; to the Returning 
Officer of the said Union; and to all other Persons whom it inay con- 
cern : 

Whereas, by a General Order under Seal, bearing date the Second day of 
January 1863, the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, did prescribe rules and regulations for the conduct of the 
annnal elections of guardians of the poor of the several unions in Ireland ; 

And whereas, the returning officer appointed to conduct the proceedings at 
the election of guardians for the year ending the Twenty-fifth day of March 
1883, in the Rathdrum Union, duly made a return of the persons elected as 
guardians for the said period : 

And whereas, by an Order under Seal, bearing date the Seventeenth day of 
August instant, we, the Local Government Board for Ireland, have declared the 
office of guardian for the Killiskey Electoral Division of the said union to be 
vacant ; and we think fit that an election of a guardian for the said electoral 
division should take place to supply the vacancy in the Board of Guardians : 

Now therefore, we, the Local Government Board for Ireland, do hereby order 
and direct that an election of a guardian shall he held for the said Killiskey 
Electoral Division, in the manner and form prescribed, by the said General Order 
of the Second day of January 1863, and with the qualification prescribed for the 
office of guardian in an Order of the Poor Law Commissiouers, bearing date the 
Twenty-seventh day of January 1844. 

And 
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And ue do lierebv further order and direct that the following proceedings 
necessary for the completion of the said election shall be taken on the following 
days resijectively, that is to say : — 

The notice of election shall be issued on the - - 24th August 1S82. 

The last clay for receiving nominatiou papers shall be the 29th ,, „ 

but no nomination shall be received after the hour of five 
o’clock in the afternoon of that day. 

The list of persons nominated shall be forwarded to the 

Commissioners on the - - - - ■ • 31st ,, ,, 

The first day for issuing voting papers shall be the • 6th September „ 

The first day for collecting voting papers shall be the - 8th ., 

The clay for making the return of the election shall be the 12th „ „ 

or any day (not being Sunday), after the said Twelfth day of September, not 
later tlian the Nineteenth day of September next ; bitt if no more than one can- 
didate for the said electoral division be nominated, the returning officer may 
make the return of the election on any day after the dny for forwarding the 
list and before the Twelfth day of September aforesaid ; or if more than one 
candidate for the said electoral division be named in the list, and by reason of 
resio-nation or otherwise, the number be afterwards reduced to one, the return 
may be made on any day after the day on which the number shall have been so 
reduced as aforesaid, arid before the said Twelfth day of September. 

Provided, that the returning officer siiall issue the notice of election according 
to the form hereunto annexed. And such notice shall be posted in the usual 
places for posting such notices in the said electoral division, and a copy thereof 
&iall he sent by post to each of ihe justices resident in the said electoral 
division, or qualified to be ex officio guardians in respect of property situate 

Provided also, that the expenses necessarily attending the said election, in- 
cluding the cost of foi'ms required to be provided for the same, shall be charged 
to tbe°said electoral division. „ , * .v j- 

And we do further order and declare, that in all other respects the directions 
contained in the said General Order of the Second day of January 1863, shall be 
complied with by all persons concerned. 

Sealed with our Seal, this Eighteenth day of August, in the year 
of Our Lord One thousand Eight hundred and Eighty-two. 

(signed) Henry Robinson. 

Chai'les Croker-King. 




notice. 

Ukiok. 



Emctios of a Goaidian of the Foot to tupply a Va=f '7 f Boarf of GaardiaM of 
the above Union for the Year ending 25th of March 1S8 . 



I, the undersigned returning officer of the 
that — 



union, do hereby give notice 



1. An election of a guardian of the poor is to be held for the 
Division in the said union. 



Electora 



IVIBIUU m lUC BUIU 

9 Anv male person of full age, not expressly disqualified by law, who is entitled, under 
the'privXions of the Acts for thi Relief of the Destitute Poor 

of guardians in the said union, and who shall have beeti liable under the last made rate, to 
nav or contribute rate in respect of property of the net annual value of not less than 

pajAirtniB K from propertj- rrithm 

hp flimUt ai a ouardian for the electoral dmEioB above oamed, But no peirau oemg 

17. 



* /• 
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person wto has been adjudged to be liable to any forfeiture for having provided, furnislied, 
or supplied for bis own profit any materials, goods, or provisions for the use of any work* 
house, or for having been concerned in furnishing or supplying the same, or in any 
contract relating thereto, is capable of being elected or appointed, or of acting as a 
guardian. 

.3. No occupier rated to the poor rate will be entitled to voto in that capacity unless 
he shall have paid all poor-rates previously made and assessed upon him, except such as 
shall liave been made or become due within six calendar months immediately preceding 
such voting; and no owner or immediate lessor who is rated under the provisions of the 
Act 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, ss 1 and 4, or of the Act 12 & 13 Viet. c. 91, sect. 63, or of the Act 
12 & 13 Viet. c. 104, sect. 10, will be entitled to vote in respect of the pi-operty forwhich 
he is so rated, unless he shall have paid all the rates made and assessed upon him in respect 
of such property, except such as shall have been made or become due within six calendar 
months immediately preceding such voting. 

4. No ratepayer will he entitled to vote in respect of any proj)erty not in his actual 
occupation, or in respect of any interest equivalent to profit rent arising out of property 
occupied by him, unless he shall, one calendar month at the least previous to the first flay 
hereinafter named fur collecting votes, have delivered to the board of guardians of the 
union, or to the person acting for the time being as returning officer, a statement in 
writing of hie name and address, and the description and local situation of the property 
in respect of which he claims to vote, specifying in cities, towns, and their suburbs, 
having streets and other roadways, the name of the street or roadway, and the number 
of the house or tenement, if any, and the parish in which the pi'operty is situate, and in 
other places the barony, parish, and townland, so that the pi-operty may be ascertained 
and identified vrith reasonable certainty, together with the nature of the interest of the 
ratepayer therein, and its net annual value over and above all rents i)ayable by him, and 
the amount of rent payable to him, and the names of the tenants or occupiers by whom 
poor-rates have been deducted from such rent, and sucli claim to vote must be executed 
in the presence of a justice of the peace. 



5. Any ratepayer in respect of property not in his actual occupation, may, by writing 
under his hand, appoint any person to vote as liis proxy ; but such proxy must, one 
calendar month previous to the day on which he shall chiiin lo vote, have given to the 
board of guardians or the returning officer, a statement in writing of his own name and 
address, and also the name and address of the ratepayer appointing him such proxy, and 
the description and local situation of the property in respect of which he claims to vote 
as proxy, specifying in cities, towns, and their suburbs, having streets aud other I'oadways, 
the nanie of tlie street or roadway, and the number of the house or tenement, if any, and 
the parish in which the property is situate, and in other jilaces the barony, parish, and 
townland, so that the property may be ascertained and identified with reasonable certainty, 
together with the nature of the interest of the ratepayer therein, and its net annual value, 
over and above all rents payable by him, and the amount of rent payable to liim, and the 
names of the tenants or occupiers by whom poor-rates have been deducted from such 
rent. The proxy must also give an original or attested copy of the writing appointing 
him such proxy, and the claim to vote must be executed in the presence of a justice of 
the peace. ^ h o person can vote as proxy for more than 20 owners of property in any one 
electoral division, unless he be a steward, bailiff, land agent, or collector of rents for the 
owners of property for whom he may be appointed lo vote. 



6. h omiuations of a guardian for the electoral division above-named, must be made 
by ratepayers entitled to vote in the division according to the form prescribed by the Poor- 
Law Commissioners, printed copies of which form may be had on application to me ; and 
such nomination will be received by me at and will be receivable on and 

after the date of this notice, up to the hour of 5 o’clock in the afternoon of the 

t • , . ’ no_ nomination will he valid if received after that time 

or before the issue of this notice, or if the nominator shall not have paid all the poor-rates 
previously made and assessed on him, except such as shall have been made or become due 
witbin the six calendar months immediately preceding the nomination. 



If any person put in nomination for the office of guardian in the electoral division 
above named shall tender to the returning officer his refusal, in vTiting, to serve such 
ofnee, the_ election of such person, is to be no further proceeded with for such division, and 
such writing will be received by me at the place above mimed. 

1 v' guai'dian be duly nominated for the electoral division above named, 

1 shall cause voting papers to be delivered on fha j 4? 



anrl If necessay oi' the following day.lo" ¥e“ address in the dlvisionyLh ratepayer and 
proxy_ qualified to vote, which votmg papers will contain full instructions as to the mode 



of voting ; and on the day of" 

day, I shall cause such voting papers to be collected. 



and if necessary on the following 



9. On the 



day of 



“ 'j • following days, I shall attend in the board 

room of the said union, at the hour of 10 o’clock in the forenoon ; and I shall thereafter 
proceed to ascertain the number of votes given.for each candidale. 
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10. Every person entitled to vote, -who shall not have i-eceived a voting paper, on either 

of the days appointed for delivering the same, may, on application in person to the retuni- 
ing officer, on the days appointed for the collection of the voting papers, receive a voting 
paper, and fill up the same in the presence of the returning officer, and then and there 
deliver the same to him. And if in any case a voting paper duly issued sh.all not have 
been collected on the proper days through the default of .my of’ the persons employed 
by the returning officer for the collection of vciting papers, the voter may in person deliver 
the paper to the returiung officer on or before the day of 

11. If any person knowingly and fraudulently, and with the intent of giving a greater 
number of votes than he is by law entitled to give, tender or forward to the returning 
officer a false statement of the grounds on winch he claims to vote or to give additional 
votes ; or forge, falsify, or kuoM'iugly dr fraudulently alter after signature, any paper 
containing a statement of claim to vote, proxy, nomination, or vote for the election of 

S uavdians, or refusal to serve the office of guardian : or conspire to forge, falsify, or so 
ter any such paper ; or knowingly tender or forward to the proper officer aii}- such paper 
forged, falsified, or so altered as aforesaid, or wilfully suppress, carry oft‘, destroy or 
deface any statement of claim to vote, proxy, or nomination of a candidate for the office 
of "'uardian, after the same has been duly signed ; or in like manner suppress, cany oft’, 
destroy, or deface any votmg paper after the same has been issued by the returning 
officer : the person so offending is liable to a penalty of 10 1., recoverable by distress and 
sale of the offender’s goods, or to imprisonment for three months, on complaini and con- 
viction before two justices of the peace. 

(Name of Eetuming Officer) 

18 lieturning Officer for the Union. 



17. E4 
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COPY of CouatiPOoDBKCE and the Ebpobt of 
the Potn Law Inapeatoi* who held the loquirj* 
into the Election of n Poor Law GoaKWett for 
KiLiisBBT Electoral Diyisftm of RaTBOBl’M 
Ukiob, oonnty WiCKtow. 



(Mi-. William Coriit.) 



[[Price 5 
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